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Hybrid Worship for March 5th, 2023 

Second Sunday of Lent with Communion 

 

Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 

Centering Music:   “Holy Sacred Spirit”  MV 15 

Holy sacred Spirit, breathe your breathe on us. 
Holy sacred Spirit, breathe your life in us. 
Holy sacred Spirit, breathe your breathe on us. 
Holy sacred Spirit, breathe your life in us. 
 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One: We are still on our Lenten journey, 

All: with many more days and nights ahead before Easter’s dawn. 

One: We are still learning, still growing, still yearning to know God, 

All:  with many opportunities to deepen our faith and transform our lives.  

One: The Spirit accompanies us along the way, 

All: Jesus is ready to meet us where we are, 

One: God is with as we work and as we worship. 

All: God is with us as we follow our Lenten path. 

One: Let’s pray together - 

All: Holy God, we gather as your Spirit-born people, 

 not always knowing which way we will be blown, 

 not always sure of the path ahead. 

 Help us to be open to new adventures with you, 

 and new perspectives as we encounter Christ  

in the world around us on our journey to Easter.   

We pray in the name of the One who brings 

light to our darkest nights, 

and illumination to our clouded thoughts. 

Amen 
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Opening Hymn:  “God is Here” VU 389  

God is here! As we your people 

meet to offer praise and prayer, 

may we find in fuller measure 

what it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, 

all our varied skills and arts 

wait the coming of the Spirit 

into open minds and hearts. 

 

Here are symbols to remind us 

of our lifelong need of grace; 

here are table, font, and pulpit; 

here the cross has central place. 

Here in honesty of preaching, 

here in silence, as in speech, 

here, in newness and renewal, 

God the Spirit comes to each. 

 

Here our children find a welcome 

in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

here as bread and wine are taken, 

Christ sustains us, as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant 

seek in worship to explore 

what it means in daily living 

to believe and to adore. 

 

God of all, of church and kingdom, 

in an age of change and doubt 

keep us faithful to the gospel; 

help us work your purpose out. 

Here, in this day's dedication, 

all we have to give, receive; 

we, who cannot live without you, 

we adore you! We believe! 

 

Prayer for Reflection and Revelation:  Imagining Jesus  

Our prayer time today is a guided meditation about encountering Jesus in the night, 

as Nicodemus did.  If you are reading this piece, you might wait until it is darker,  

or even read it aloud by candlelight.  Those worshiping ‘live’ will hear a different version.  

Both are adapted from prayers found in the books “Prayers for all Seasons” and “Prayers to Share”. 
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Jesus, here I sit by you.  The night settles around us 

and I find myself shaping many questions 

about my life and my times and my living in this world. 

You say I cannot enter your realm 

without being born anew. 

Yet I confess the ways I cling 

to the habits and patterns  

that keep me from living and sharing my life to the full. 

Hear me, Jesus, hear me. 

(time for silent reflection) 

 

I hear your words “What is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and what is born of the Spirit is Spirit.” 

Hear me, Jesus, as I confess  

the ways I live by the flesh, 

and turn away from your Spirit, 

following the ways of the world, 

rather than the greater truth of your way. 

Hear me, Jesus, hear me. 

(time for silent reflection) 

 

As I sit and gaze into your eyes, 

I feel truth, I see love, I sense acceptance. 

Help me to name my deepest wonderings, 

my most frequent fears,  

my biggest challenges to knowing you, 

and help me to hear your answer.  

Let me hear you, Jesus, Let me hear you. 

(time for silent reflection) 

 

Sung Response:   “Take, O Take Me as I Am”  MV 85 

Take, O take me as I am; 

summon out what I shall be; 

set your seal upon my heart 

and live in me. 

  

Scripture Readings:  

Genesis 12:1-4a The Inclusive Bible 

YHWH said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people, and the home of your 

parents, and go to a place I will show you.  I will make of you a great people. I 

will bless you and make your name so great that it will be used in blessings. I will 
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bless those who bless you, and and I will curse those who curse you.  And all the  

people on the face of the earth will be blessed through you. 

Abram, who was 75 years old when he left Haran, began the journey as YHWH had 

instructed.  

 

John 3:1-8 The Inclusive Bible 

A certain Pharisee named Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin, came to Jesus 

at night.  “Rabbi,” he said, “we know you are a teacher come from God, for no one 

can perform the signs and wonders you do, unless by the power of God.” 

Jesus gave Nicodemus this answer: 

     “The truth of the matter is, 

 unless one is born from above, 

     one cannot see the kindom of God.” 

Nicodemus said, “How can an adult be born a second time? I can’t go back into my 

mother’s womb to be born again!” 

Jesus replied: 

     “The truth of the matter is, 

     no one can enter God’s kindom 

     without being born of water and the Spirit. 

     What is born of flesh is flesh; 

     what is born of the Spirit is Spirit. 

    So don’t be surprised when I tell you that 

     you must be born from above. 

 The wind blows where it will. 

 You hear the sound it makes, 

 but you don’t know where it comes from 

 or where it goes. 

 So it is with everyone 

 who is born of the Spirit.” 

  

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Musical Reflection 

 

Reflection:  Spirit-born 

 

Hymn: “Come Touch Our Hearts”  MV 12 

Come touch our hearts that we may know compassion, 

from failing embers build a blazing fire; 

love strong enough to overturn injustice, 

to seek a world more gracious, come touch and bless our hearts 
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Come touch our souls that we may know and love you, 

your quiet presence all our fears dispel; 

create a space for spirit to grow in us, 

let life and beauty fill us, come touch and bless our souls. 

 

Come touch our minds and teach us how to reason, 

set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream;  

help us to open doors of understanding, 

to welcome truth and wisdom, come touch and bless our minds. 

 

Come touch us in the moments we are fragile, 

and in our weakness your great strength reveal; 

that we may rise to follow and to serve, 

steady now our nerve, come touch and bless our will. 

 

Come touch us now, this people who are gathered, 

to break the bread and share the cup of peace; 

that we may love you with our heart, our soul, 

our mind, our strength, our all, come touch us with your grace. 

 

Introduction to the Offering 

  

Gift of Music:   "His Eye Is On The Sparrow" 

  

 Hymn of Dedication: “Grant us, God, the Grace”  VU 540 

Grant us, God, the grace of giving, 

with a spirit large and free, 

that ourselves and all our living 

we may offer faithfully. 

 

Offering Prayer 

One: New life is your gift to us, O God; 

          may these gifts bring new life.  

All:    Hope to the despairing, confidence to the faltering, 

          peace to the suffering, faith to the doubting, 

          a word to the questioning, a light to the dying. 

One:   Bless these gifts, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, 

           your blessing to us.  Amen                 

by David Sparks in “Prayers to Share,” used with permission. 

Sacrament of Communion 

 Choir:  "Come Into The Presence" 
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One: The Spirit of God be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Turn to God, the source of life. 

All: We lift our hearts in prayer. 

One: Let us give thanks. 

All: We offer joyful thanks to God. 

 

One: Creator of light, Giver of all life, Source of love.  

From the dust of the earth, you created us in your image.  

From the bondage and slavery, you delivered us.  

Through all our wilderness wanderings you guide us. 

 

Two: You call us to renewal and repentance,  

to justice and compassion,  

to healing and wholeness.  

We thank you for sending us Jesus,  

your Chosen One, Bread for our journey.  

 

One: He lived and loved this human life,  

taking upon himself our suffering and sorrow,  

being tested as we are tested,  

and reaching out to broken victims 

of the world’s brokenness.  

 

Two: In him we come to know your truth,  

to feel the life that is Christ within us.  

So it is that throughout these Lenten days and nights 

we continue to worship you, and bless your name:  

 

All: (sung)    MV 203 

O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space, 

All earth and sea and sky above 

bear witness to your grace. 

Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation sings your praise. 

And blessed is the one who comes 

and bears your name always. 

 

One: On the eve of his betrayal,  

Jesus renewed God’s covenant promise. 

He took bread, offered the blessing, broke it,  

and gave it to those who sat at table with him.  
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Two: Then, at the close of the meal,  

he poured the cup of blessing,  

raised it in thanks to God,  

and passed it among them.  

 

One: Remembering your boundless love for us in Jesus Christ,  

we offer you our praise,  

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

All: (sung)   MV 204 

Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again! 

Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again! 

  

One: We pray you, God of Love,  

send your Holy Spirit upon us and what we do here, 

that we, and these gifts,  

touched by your Spirit,  

may be signs of life and love to each other,  

and to all the world.  

 

Two: Help us to love as Christ loved.  

Knowing our own weakness,  

may we stand with all who stumble.  

Sharing in his suffering,  

may we remember all who suffer.  

Held in his love,  

may we embrace all whom the world denies.  

Rejoicing in his forgiveness, 

may we forgive all who sin against us.  

. 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 960 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be they name.  

Thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 
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for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

One: We praise you, eternal God, 

through Christ your Word made flesh,  

and in the power of your life-giving Spirit,  

now and forever.  Amen 

 

Breaking the Bread and Filling the Cup 

(If you are worshipping in the sanctuary, you may come forward to receive the elements.  If you prefer to 

stay seated, they will be brought to you.  If you are participating on ZOOM, this would be the time to 

take bread and juice, and if with another you could serve each other with the words “Jesus Christ the 

bread of life” and “Jesus Christ the true vine.”) 

 

Prayer after Communion 

All: We give thanks that bread broken brings wholeness;  

that wine poured out replenishes;  

that time spent with the Risen Christ 

and one another is gift and grace.   

Amen.  

   

Closing Hymn:    “Bless Now, O God the Journey”  VU 633 

Bless now, O God, the journey 

that all your people make, 

the path through noise and silence, 

the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert 

and winds the mountain round, 

then leads beside still waters, 

the road where faith is found. 

 

Bless sojourners and pilgrims 

who share this winding way, 

whose hope burns through the terrors, 

whose love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom 

while often we are bound. 

Together we are seeking 

the road where faith is found. 

 

Divine Eternal Lover, 

you meet us on the road. 
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We wait for lands of promise 

where milk and honey flow. 

But waiting not for places, 

you meet us all around. 

Our covenant is written 

on roads, as faith is found.  

 

Commissioning /Blessing  

 

Sung Amen  

 

Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

 

Sneaking around in the night is something that I have not done for many decades, when ‘hanging out’ 
with friends of which my family did not approve.  The cover of darkness was preferred for such events, 
when we felt less observed although likely our meetings did not go unnoticed!  Perhaps you have a 
memory of clandestine meetings in your own youth or even adulthood.   There is something exciting 
about a meeting in secret, something that has a taste of the forbidden, but it’s likely not our ‘go to’ 
image when we think of Jesus.  His work and ministry and teaching seem so much more tied to the light 
of day, to hillsides and shorelines and walking the dusty roads around Galilee. 

Nicodemus, Jesus’ visitor in our gospel story today, probably had good reason to visit at night, when his 
actions would have been less noticeable.  Nicodemus was a Pharisee, and our bible translation for today 
also names him a member of the Sanhedrin, or the Jewish court system.  With many leaders in conflict 
with the message that Jesus was sharing, and their increasing discomfort with his increasing popularity, 
it seems logical that Nicodemus might want to hide his visit.  Yet I think it was significant that 
Nicodemus was a Pharisee – a learned person who knew his scriptures very well, but also a part of a 
tradition that allowed for some interpretation of what scriptures could mean outside the laws of Moses. 

We really aren’t told why this leader and scholar came to see Jesus at all, other than he seemed to be 
curious.  Nicodemus was curious about this man who was obviously sent from God, curious and perhaps 
willing to learn, curious but perhaps not quite ready to name Jesus as God’s Chosen One. He doesn’t 
even ask Jesus a direct question – merely states that he must be ‘from God’.  He doesn’t ask if Jesus is, 
indeed, the Messiah.  He doesn’t ask by what authority Jesus speaks, or turns water into wine, or 
overturns the moneychanger’s tables at the temple, which occurs immediately before Nicodemus’ visit 
in John gospel. 

We must assume that, as it states in the verses just preceding the ones we have read, that Jesus was 
“well aware of what was in everyone’s heart.” John 2:25 Jesus seemed to know what Nicodemus really 
needed to hear, to stretch his thinking and his faith and relationship with God.  He tells Nicodemus that 
his faith, so tied to the scholarly, to doing the ‘right’ thing, must instead be tied to the Spirit – born of 
the Spirit, if he wants to experience God’s kindom. 

It shouldn’t surprise us that Nicodemus at first thinks literally, declaring that he is a grown man and 
cannot return to the womb.  Could we imagine Jesus telling us that our faith and our faith lives are so 
tied to tradition, to routine, to our own status and power that it prevents us from knowing God’s way 
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for us through the Spirit? How would we respond?  Would we sputter and say it cannot be true, as 
Nicodemus did?  Would we be resistant to hearing Jesus’ truth for us?   

I think it is ironic that as Jesus speaks in this beautiful language of mystery, of birth and rebirth, of the 
Spirit moving as she will in response to Nicodemus’ unimaginative statement, that some modern 
Christians speak of being “born again” as if it is some badge of honour, or a way to separate those they 
judge as believers from the non-believers. Being born of the Spirit is not, I think, a one-time occurrence 
for people of faith.  Think of our Hebrew scripture and the story of Abram – a man I believe was born 
anew many times as he followed God’s path for him, even in his elder years, as God made him a parent 
not just to Isaac and Ishmael and the others, but to a nation. 

We are all called to the new life God offers, a fresh beginning born of the Spirit, and not just once, not 
just in our youth or our middle years but, like Abram, in every phase and stage of our lives.  In this 
passage we are reminded that we are not just God’s fleshly creations, but also heirs to the divine 
wisdom and mystery of God’s Spirit – that essence of God that blows us into new directions, or into 
familiar spaces with new energy. 

Jesus tells us, as he tells Nicodemus, that we must be open to experiencing God’s love born anew in us, 
to enliven our spirits, but also to be bearers of that Spirit.  That is the only way we can truly see God’s 
realm unfolding around us.  Tied only to our physical selves, tied to older ideas of what is right and 
wrong in the eyes of the church, we might miss the beauty of radical welcome when those who are 
different from us enter our church doors.  Without the renewal of the Spirit-born experience, we might 
ignore the new ways that God is calling us to be the church, or to live as people of faith.  

It is not difficult to be born from above, born of the Spirit – we do none of the work!  It is God who 
brings us to that new life, God who births us through the Spirit. We must simply receive it, be open to it 
– perhaps as a new direction, perhaps as a sense of calm or peace, perhaps as an insight or as an urge to 
reach out to another, or to work for justice.  Perhaps even as a deepening of our faith.  In all of these, 
we can experience God’s kindom here and now. 

Apparently Nicodemus just slips away from Jesus in the night.  John’s gospel doesn’t tell us if he was 
caught, or if he was changed, or if he felt the presence of the Spirit, or even if he declared Jesus as the 
Only Begotten One.  We do know he returns in this story, once to defend Jesus in the Sanhedrin, and 
again as he joins Joseph of Arimathea in preparing Jesus’ body for burial.  I hope that Nicodemus was 
able to experience his own rebirth, his own taste of God’s reign in his life.  I hope and pray that each one 
of us can experience the renewing and life-giving touch of God’s Spirit  - in the communion meal we are 
about to share, in the prayers we lift or the hymns we sing, or in a quiet moment of reflection. 

We are all born of water and Spirit, of God’s love and God’s mystery, of the traditions and teachings and 
rituals of our faith and the lively and changing Spirit of God.  However we seek out Jesus’ words, 
however we encounter what he taught, and who he is, may we find new life and fresh beginnings as we 
live our faith.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 


