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Hybrid Worship for February 19th, 2023 

Mardis Gras/Transfiguration 

 

Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 

Centering Music:   “Halle, Halle, Halle”  VU 958 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah! 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah! 

Halle, halle, halle-lujah! 

Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  
One:      We come dancing and singing - 
All:         moving in praise and celebration. 
One:      We come praying and thinking - 
All:         ready for an encounter with the divine. 
One:      God is with us in this place, 
                in our homes on ZOOM, 
                in our hearts and minds. 
All:         God is with us in our mountaintop moments 
                and when clouds overcome us. 
One:      God is with us as we worship with bodies and voices, 
All:         God is near as we worship with one another. 
One:      Let’s pray together: 
All:         God of power and wonder, 

we are awestruck by the glory of your presence. 
We rejoice at what we can see; 
we marvel at what we cannot see. 
You dazzle us with your brightness; 
you overshadow us as with a great cloud. 
Loving, protecting, challenging, nurturing, 
you strengthen and transform us. 
May we may love and serve you, in all that we are and do. 
Glory be to you.  Amen. 
(Opening prayer only from ‘Celebrate God’s Presence’ the United Church of Canada) 
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Opening Hymn:   “Sing A Happy Hallelujah”  VU 224 

Sing a happy hallelujah, 

sing it out with heart and style, 

we're the echo of God's laughter, 

we're the image of God's smile. 

 

Hallelujah, all creation, 

hallelujah everyone! 

Hallelujah, all creation, 

hallelujah everyone! 

 

We're the proof of God's good humour, 

we're the twinkle in God's eye, 

made to shine, reflect the glory, 

given light and space to fly.   

 

Hallelujah, all creation, 

hallelujah everyone! 

Hallelujah, all creation, 

hallelujah everyone! 

 

Sarah laughed at God's good timing, 

Mary sang and David danced, 

Jesus smiled and hugged the children, 

so is life for us enhanced.   

 

Hallelujah, all creation, 

hallelujah everyone! 

Hallelujah, all creation, 

hallelujah everyone! 

 

Every day sing hallelujah! 

We are loved, though so absurd, 

human, foolish, chosen people, 

God still takes us at our word!   

 

Hallelujah, all creation, 

hallelujah everyone! 

Hallelujah, all creation, 

hallelujah everyone! 

 

Congregational Covenant with our new Youth and Children coordinator  
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One: Siblings in Christ,  

each of us is called by God to ministry,  

and called to offer gifts as we are able. 

Today we recognize one in our midst  

who has heard God’s call to serve a teacher and leader 

with our youth and children. 

We welcome River Rideout to this role. 

  

Teaching and supporting the work of teaching  

are ministries of Christ among us. 

Those called to these ministries  

need our prayers and faithful support. 

Covenant Questions and Promises 

One:  River, will you seek to develop your gifts for teaching, 

and for sharing the Christian faith? 

Will you love and care for the students 

and participants in your group? 

Will you honour your commitment of time and talent? 

Will you also take seriously your role as a learner, 

studying the scriptures and teachings of our faith? 

 

River: Yes, I will. 

 I will teach—  

 trusting in the Spirit and in God’s promises  

 to support and guide me; 

 cherishing the faith and spiritual well-being  

 of our students ans participants, 

 and relying upon this congregation  

 to uphold me in this ministry. 

 

* Congregational Pledge 

All: We remember the promise we make at baptism  

to provide Christian nurture and example for all. 

We celebrate River’s response to our need. 

We will be partners with him  

in the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

We will pray for him,  

and for the education ministry of our congregation. 

We pledge to be learners with River and our youth and children, 

studying the scriptures and the faith of our church. 

United in the Spirit, we are the Body of Christ. 
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Prayer 

One: Loving God, in Christ you show us  

the way of truth, grace, justice, and love. 

Guide us in that way. 

Knowing that you are in our midst, 

we pray for all those who serve as teachers, 

especially River as he begins his work here. 

Send your Spirit to nurture him 

and all who are entrusted to his care.  

May we all be teachers and learners together. 

Bless the ministry of this congregation  

as we pledge our support 

for the education ministry of your church in this place. 

Amen. 

 

Declaration 

All: As people of Applewood United Church,  

we rejoice in your gifts, River, 

and recognize and affirm 

your ministry as a teacher and leader in our midst. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Sung Response:  “Alleluia, Praise to God”  MV 59 

Alleluia, praise to God. 

Alleluia, praise to God. 

Praises, high praises, we bring you, O God. 

Alleluia, praise to God. 

 

Songs of joy sing out to God. 

Songs of joy sing out to God. 

Dancing and singing, we praise you, O God. 

Songs of joy sing out to God. 

 

Beat the drums, sing out to God. 

Beat the drums, sing out to God. 

Praises, high praises we bring you, O God. 

Beat the drums, sing out to God. 

   

Scripture Readings:  

Exodus 24:12–18 The Inclusive Bible 

Then YHWH said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, 

and I will give you the Law and the commandments, which I have inscribed on 
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stone tablets, for you to teach them with.” 

So Moses and Joshua, his attendant, went up the mountain of God, saying to 

the elders, “Wait here for us until we return.  Aaron and Hur will be with you; 

if there is a dispute among you, turn to them. 

Then Moses went up the mountain to where the clouds engulfed it. The glory of 

YHWH then came to dwell on Mount Sinai.  The cloud covered the mountain for 

six days; on the seventh day, God called Moses out of the cloud. To the Israelites 

the glory of YHWH looked like an all-consuming fire at the top of the mountain.   

Moses climbed the mountain until he disappeared into the cloud, and stayed there  

for forty days and forty nights.  

 

Matthew 17:1–9 The Inclusive Bible 

Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James and John up on a high mountain to be alone 

with them.  And before their eyes, Jesus was transfigured – his face became as dazzling  

as the sun and his clothes as radiant as light. 

Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with Jesus. Then Peter said, 

Rabbi, how good that we are here! With your permission I will erect three shelters here – 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah!” 

Peter was still speaking when suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them. Out of the  

cloud came a voice which said, “This is my Own, my Beloved, on whom my favour rests. 

Listen to him!” 

When they heard this, the disciples fell forward on the ground, overcome with fear. 

Jesus came toward them and touched them, saying, “Get up! Don’t be afraid.” When 

they looked up, they didn’t see anyone but Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountainside, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anyone  

about this until the Chosen One has risen from the dead.” 

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir:     "I Want to Walk As A Child Of The Light" 

 

Reflection:  Mountaintop Moments and Brilliant Ideas 

 

Hymn:  “This Little Light of Mine” 

This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine. 
 
Won't let anyone blow it out, 
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I'm gonna let it shine. 
Won't let anyone blow it out, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
Won't let anyone blow it out, 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine. 
 
Hide it under a bushel - no! 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
Hide it under a bushel - no! 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
Hide it under a bushel - no! 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine. 
 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine. 
 
Introduction to the Offering 

  

Gift of Music:    "When The Saints" 

Oh, when the saints, go marching in, 
Oh, when the saints, go marching in, 

Oh Lord in want to be in that number, 
When the Saints go marching in! 
  

Oh when the band begins to play, 

Oh when the band begins to play, 
Oh Lord I want to be in that number, 
When the Saints go marching in! 
  

Oh, when the saints, go marching in, 
Oh, when the saints, go marching in, 

Oh Lord in want to be in that number, 
When the Saints go marching in! 
  

 Hymn of Dedication: “Know that God is Good” MV 104 

Know that God is good, 

know that God is good, 

know that God is good, 

God is good, God is good. 



7 | P a g e  

 

 

Offering Prayer 
All:         All that we offer, in all the ways that we offer, 
                are our response to your brilliance in our lives, God. 
                May these gifts, and those given by PAR or digitally, 
                reflect your light into the world.   
                Amen 
  

Prayers of the People 
Sung Response:                “There is Room for All”  MV 62 
There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing; 
there is room for all sheltered in God’s love. 
And I rejoice and sing, “My refuge and my rock, in whom I trust.” 
There is room for all, there is room for all. 
 
God of our brilliant moments and deepest thoughts, 
today we bring our thanks for your mystery and your presence. 
We thank you for the times when we can feel the light of your love 
in the smile of a child or the warmth of community. 
We thank you for instances of illumination when the path ahead 
in our lives as your church seem bright. 
We also thank you, God, for times when we must ponder over 
your word, and your purpose for us – and we thank you for the ability 
to see and appreciate different views. 
  
We thank you for the gifts and skills of those in our community who help us to 
learn and grow, and today especially we thank you for River and for others 
who lead and nurture our children and youth here at Applewood. 
We remember and pray for Scouting leaders and Guiding leaders on this Sunday 
closest to their Thinking Day, and we pray for all the children and youth in programs 
here and around the world. 
  
Sung Response 
  
Give us the energy and the will to shine with your love, compassion and justice 
wherever there is hatred, violence, persecution and despair in the world, 
as we pray for the people of Ukraine still living with war, 
the people of Syria and Turkiye still searching for survivors, 
but also burying the dead and mourning the loss of so many, 
the members of the 2SLGBTQ+ community living in countries where their 
sexuality or gender expression is not considered legal or acceptable. 
  
We pray for those closer to home – our friends and our family members 
who may be living with illness, or a new diagnosis, with loneliness or worry. 
Help us to shine into their lives with comfort and support. 
  
Sung Response 
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God of all, help us to glimpse your brilliance, 
delight in your mystery, 
and find joy as we open ourselves to your presence. 
we pray in Jesus’ name – your transformed and transforming one, 
who taught us to pray with words ancient and ever-new. 
   

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 959  

 

Closing Hymn:    “Who Is My Mother?”  MV 178 

Who is my mother, who is my brother? 

All those who gather round Jesus Christ: 

Spirit blown people born from the Gospel 

sit at the table, round Jesus Christ. 

 

Differently abled, differently labeled, 

widen the circle round Jesus Christ: 

crutches and stigmas, culture's enigmas, 

all come together round Jesus Christ. 

 

Love will relate us colour or status 

can't segregate us, round Jesus Christ: 

family failings, human derailings 

all are accepted round Jesus Christ. 

 

Bound by one vision, met for one mission 

we claim each other, round Jesus Christ: 

here is my mother, here is my brother, 

kindred in spirit, through Jesus Christ. 

 

Commissioning /Blessing  

 

Sung Amen  

 

Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

 

Here we are again – just a few days before the season of Lent begins, bedecked with beads or feathers 
and bright colours, perhaps anticipating some delicious pancakes on Tuesday, singing out our alleluias 
with our guest musicians before they are ‘packed away’ for the next six weeks.  Here we are again, on 
Transfiguration Sunday, up on the mountaintop with Jesus, expecting to be dazzled, encountering a 
vision of who Jesus could be, and imagining what it might have been like to feel God’s presence and 
hear God’s words from the cloud. 
  
As our reading from Exodus suggests, mountains are important places at which to encounter God.  
Mount Sinai , also called Mount Horeb, is the location for our Hebrew Testament story. Moses 
encountered God in the burning bush on the same mountain, where he is told, “Remove the sandals 
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from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” Mount Ararat is where Noah’s 
ark came to rest, and throughout all four of our gospels we are told that Jesus goes to the mountains to 
pray, to connect with God.  
  
Today’s gospel, set on an unnamed mountain that some believe was actually Mount Tabor, is another 
example of God’s presence being revealed in these high places.  High places that might have been more 
difficult to reach, or that caused one to lift their eyes and faces upwards – toward God, as in Psalm 121, 
“I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth.”  Mountains were – and still can be – places apart from the hustle and bustle of living. 
I think that for many of us, there are a variety of places where we can step aside from the ordinary, and 
perhaps encounter God:  in a garden where are thoughts and vision are refocused, along the lakeshore 
where fresh breezes might blow in the Spirit, or even as we read words that inspire us sitting in our 
homes. 
  
So Jesus, Peter, James and John trek up the mountain, and the only reason we are given for their ‘hike’ is 
that Jesus wants to spend some time alone with these three.  Apparently they were not alone for long! 
In a blaze of light Jesus is transformed, even his clothes become radiant with God’s glory, and Elijah and 
Moses –those representatives of Prophets and Law – suddenly appear, in conversation with their Jesus. 
  
In the midst of this light and this unexpected encounter, Peter has a ‘brilliant’ idea. He wants this 
moment to stay forever, and he is willing to build shelters for Jesus, Moses and Elijah to live into that 
desire.  It seems like a good idea, after all don’t we wish special moments or times could be always with 
us?  Don’t we sometimes make decisions that prolong the ‘good feelings’ and ‘good times’ even when 
we know they are actually over?  
  
I have a friend who leaves their Christmas decorations up for most of the year for just this reason – they 
want the good feelings that come with the season to continue.  Churches can be particularly susceptible 
to this ‘shelter-building,’ and can very quickly fall into the ‘we’ve always done it this way, and it’s the 
best way’ kind of thinking.  I recall a recent conversation around an upcoming event where just such 
sentiments were shared, until I pointed out that we had actually only done it ONCE! 
  
As we think about what Peter, James and John encountered on the mountain, how everything was 
changed, how perhaps even a dream had been fulfilled with the appearance of Moses and Elijah, and 
definitely confirming just how special their Jesus was, how the brilliance of Jesus appearance would 
have illuminated everything around them, perhaps we can relate in a new way to that light bulb as a 
symbol for a brilliant idea.  When I see that iconic image of the light bulb shining or turning on over a 
character’s head, I do think of Peter and his sudden ‘good’ idea, adding his own light to the scene. 
  
The thing about brilliant ideas is that sometimes God might have a different direction for us, perhaps 
even one that transforms and changes us.  Certainly that seems to be the case for Peter and his brilliant 
idea.  He doesn’t even have time to really complete his thought before God intervenes – changing the 
focus, moving Peter and the others away from the idea of standing still and holding onto the moment, 
however glorious that moment might be, to a continued journey with Jesus, God’s own beloved, the one 
they should be listening to. 
  
So what brilliant ideas can we take from this story, from this Transfiguration, from this encounter that 
brought both awe and fear and the touch of God-in-Christ to the disciples?   
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We shouldn’t be afraid to see things in new ways, to see Jesus in a new light, to see one another and the 
path we share as a community of faith transformed.  Yes, we acknowledge our past, but God reminds us 
that there is always a new way to follow, and we cannot stay in the moments of glory, even though they 
can inspire us. 
  
We shouldn’t be afraid to change our perspectives – even climb a metaphorical mountain in order to 
change our views.  Who knows what we will be able to see from the heights, when we are able to step 
outside the doors of our church, when we step outside the ordinary and into the mystery of what God 
can reveal for us! It is a continuing revelation to me when I am able to represent Applewood United at 
events like Pride Celebrations or Interfaith conversations, or at meetings of the East Mississauga 
Community Health Centre, or even just walking in the neighbourhood here.  The needs of our larger 
community are illuminated, and opportunities for us to share God’s compassion and justice can be 
revealed.  
  
We should intentionally spend some time away with Jesus, with God – in prayer, in exploration, in a 
place that helps us to step away from our ordinary routines.  We could spend some time thinking about 
our fore-parents in the faith, and what they mean to us.  We could spend some time thinking about who 
Jesus is for us, remembering God’s words from the cloud, “This is my Own, my Beloved, on whom my 
favour rests. Listen to him!” 
  
We should be prepared to be amazed!  Open to the mystery that is God, open to the possibilities of 
transformation. And yes, perhaps also prepared to feel some fear when we think about change and 
what that can mean for us, but remembering that Jesus is near, ready to offer reassurance and the 
touch of peace, ready to tell us not to be afraid, because God is with us. 
  
I feel strongly that this community, like so many faith communities today, must allow God to transform 
us, and help us to find new ways to minister to each other and the world.  We cannot stay on our 
mountains, looking towards the faces of the past, but we’ve already come so far as companions and 
followers of Jesus.  We’ve already spent long journeys with Jesus, and we still have some brilliant ideas 
to share, with God’s help.  
  
Let’s commit to spreading the light we have encountered as people of faith, let’s continue to shine with 
God’s love, and let’s acknowledge that we have radiance to share! 
  
Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 


