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Hybrid Worship for December 4, 2022  

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Carol Sing 
 
Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 
Centering Music:   “Prepare Ye” 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One: God’s Promised One is coming, are we ready to celebrate? 

All: We are ready to rejoice, we are ready to share abundantly.  

One: God’s Promised One is coming, are we prepared to think? 

All: We are ready to ponder mystery, and to hear the words of prophets. 

One: God’s Promised One is coming, are we ready to accept him once again? 

All: We are ready to open our hearts to possibilities and transformation. 

One: God’s Promised One is coming, are we ready to worship? 

All:  With our voices, our minds and our hearts we are ready to worship! 

One: Let’s pray together – 

All: Holy Source of love and peace, 

 be with us in our worship today, 

 be with us in our Advent preparations, 

  be with us as we get ready to welcome your Love once again. 

 Help us to speak fiercely for peace and justice, 

 and to proclaim good news for the burdened and the outcast. 

 Inspire us to name you as we find you – 

 in a tiny baby, 

 in the wonder of shepherds, 

 in the words of prophets. 

 We pray in the name of the shoot from Jesse’s stem, 

 Jesus Christ.   

Amen 
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Opening Hymn:  “God of All Places”  VU 4 

God of all places; present, unseen;  

voice in our silence, song in our midst,  

we are your people, knowing, unsure:  

come, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

God of all dreaming, near and yet far;  

vision unheard of, wake us to rest.  

We are your presence sent forth, afraid:   

come, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

God of all people, dust and the clay;  

breath of a new wind, fire in our hearts,  

light born of heaven, peace on the earth:   

come, Lord Jesus, come! 

 
Lighting the Advent Candle of Peace 

One: Today, we light the candle of peace and re-light the candle of hope in our Advent wreath. 

two blue candles are lit 

Two: The green in our Advent wreath can represent Creation, and all our relations beyond the human 

family that also need peace.  

One: These two small flames stand together, prompting us to remember all those with whom we 

need to stand to bring peace and justice to our entire world. 

Two: So we thank God for the gift of peace, a gift that Jesus brings to the world.  

One: Let us shine with God’s peace into places where people 

 live with war and unrest, with conflict and hate, places where all of God’s creation is vulnerable.  

Two: Let this candle remind us that the light of Christ is shining 

 in our hearts, and can spread from us to others when we live in peace.  

All: We walk together in the light of God. 

 

Sung Response:   “Hope is a Star” VU 7 verse 2 only 

Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, 

giving a promise of safety and worth. 

When God is a child there's joy in our song, the last  

shall be first and the weak shall be strong, and none  

shall be afraid.  
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Scripture Readings:  

Isaiah 11:1–10 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

   and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

   the spirit of counsel and might, 

   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

   or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

   and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

   their young shall lie down together; 

   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 

   on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

   as the waters cover the sea. 

 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and 

his dwelling shall be glorious. 

  

Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight.” ’ 
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Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 

and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 

along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not 

presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in 

his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he 

will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

   

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir:   Prophets Knew  
 
Reflection:  Making Peace 
 
Hymn:          “On Jordan’s Bank” VU 20 Verses 1, 2 and 5 
On Jordan's bank, the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lamb is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of Kings. 
  
Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
make straight the way for God within; 
and let each heart prepare a home 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
All praise to you, eternal Son, 
whose advent has our freedom won; 
and praise to God whom we adore, 
with Holy Spirit evermore. 
 
Invitation to the Offering 

One: Today we bring so much of ourselves as an offering to God – 

 our pledges of financial support for the coming year of work in this 

 community of faith, our contributions to the Mitten Tree and other 

 charity work done through our church, our financial gifts through 

 PAR and envelopes and transfers, and we offer ourselves in time and talent. 

 We give to make a difference in the world as the people of God. 

 

Gift of Music:   One Single Candle 
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Hymn of Dedication:     “Jesus Came Bringing Us Hope”  MV 33  

Jesus came bringing us hope, 

Jesus came bringing us hope, 

Jesus came bringing us hope, 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

Jesus came bringing us peace, 

Jesus came bringing us peace, 

Jesus came bringing us peace, 

Hallelujah forevermore 

 

Offering Prayer: 

One: God of love, today we share gifts from hearts and hands, 

All: like warm mittens and nourishing food. 

One: Some have arrived in envelopes, some in bags,  

All: all of them offered and wrapped with love and care. 

One: May they spread the warmth of your love beyond our doors, 

All: may the truly make a difference in the lives of others. 

One: God of hope, today we share the gift of intention, 

All: pledges that represent our plans to give financial support. 

One: May our promises help to bring renewed life to this community, 

All: may they be blessed with purpose and with your grace. 

One: Accept all that we offer this day, God,   

All: gifts from open and thankful hearts, 

 thoughtful offerings of our time, talent and financial resources. 

One:  Bless both the givers and those who receive, 

 and may gifts given or represented here today or virtually, help to build peace:  

All: peace across the world, peace within our homes, and peace within ourselves. Amen. 

 

Choral Response: “Come Now, O God of Peace”  VU 34 

Come now, O God of peace, 

we are your people; 

pour out your spirit 

that we be one body. 

 
Sacrament of Communion 

Invitation 

One: As we come to this table,  

we are reminded that this is the table of Jesus Christ,  

a banquet prepared for everyone. 

All who seek to be nourished and sustained  
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in the journey of faith, 

all who seek wholeness and compassionate paths to peace and justice, 

are welcome here.    

 

One: God be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

One: Lift up your hearts.  

All: We lift our hearts in prayer. 

One: Let us give thanks to God.  

All: It is good to give God thanks and praise. 

 

One: Blessed are you, Breath of peace,  

Giver of all life,  

Source of love that knows no boundaries.  

Your song of wisdom rang out before the world began; 

throughout the ages, your song of liberation has impregnanted us  

with your hope for a world where: 

 those considered last and least are first and most; 

violence is overcome by the power of your ancient love; and, 

all siblings work together for peace. 

 

Two: You bring our longings to birth, 

and send prophets to awaken us  

to your approaching Advent among us. 

 

We thank you for those who, like Mary, 

 have the strength and courage  

 to give birth to your love in the world; 

for those who, like the shepherds, 

 dare to seek out the Child of Bethlehem; 

for those who, like the wise ones, 

 actively challenge violent and oppressive powers. 

 

One: We praise you that your everlasting light is shown to us 

 in womb and tomb, 

 in cradle and cross, 

 in tenderness and compassion. 

We join in the Advent prayer of all your people, 

All: “O come, Emmanuel.” 

 

One: And, as we wait and watch for your coming among us, 

we proclaim your goodness. 
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All (sung): Tune “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”   

O Holy, holy God of power and might, 

 We sing with all creation of your Light. 

 Blest is the One who comes in your name, 

 Hosanna we declare through time and space. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice!  

 Emmanuel will come to us as prophets do foretell. 

 

Two: At this time, we also remember  

all with whom you would have us share your feast. 

We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain… 

all who are ill or alone… 

all who are close to our hearts… 

all our sisters who live with fear, oppression, or hunger… 

all whose lives have been blighted by violence, racism, or poverty… 

for all whom the world counts as last and least.  

 

We pray for the church and its many ministries, 

for nations as they strive for peace and justice, 

for an end to violence against women. 

 

One: God of hope, make this bread the means of our rebuilding, 

this wine the medium of our transformation, 

this table the foundation of our renewal,  

and this community the place of our rebirth. Amen. 

 

At this time, we remember Jesus, 

Who on the night before he died,   

took a loaf of bread,  

gave you thanks, broke it, and said,  

“Take and eat; whenever you do this, remember me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup, saying,  

“This is the new covenant; remember me.”  

 

Gracious God, Breath of peace,  

Source of love, 

we pray for your Spirit.  

All: Make us, while many, one.  

Make us, though broken, whole.  

Make us, despite death, alive.  

One: And so we pray:  
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All: Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

 

One: And so we join with our siblings around the world in the prayer of Jesus: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 960 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup 

One: The body of Christ,  

All: the Bread of life.  

One: The lifeblood of Christ,  

All: the cup of blessing.  

One: Let us eat and drink together  

for our strengthening in the faith, 

and for the sake of the world.  

 

 (If you are worshipping in the sanctuary, you may come forward to receive the elements.  If you prefer to 

stay seated, they will be brought to you.  If you are participating on ZOOM, this would be the time to 

take bread and juice, and if with another you could serve each other with the words “Jesus Christ the 

bread of life” and “Jesus Christ the true vine.”) 

 

Prayer After Communion 

All: We thank you, God, 

for breaking into our world  

and pouring into our lives and our experiences. 

We thank you, God, 

for this meal of thanksgiving  

and the stories of love, grace, and hope that it tells. Amen. 

 

Our communion liturgy this morning was written by Written by Alydia Smith, Program Coordinator, Worship, 

Music, and Spirituality, General Council Office 
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Closing Hymn:    “All Earth is Waiting”  VU 5 

All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 

and open furrows await the seed of God.  

All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;  

it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 

 

Thus says the prophet to those of Israel,  

'A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel.'  

One whose name is 'God with us', our Saviour shall be,  

through whom hope will blossom once more 

within our hearts. 

 

Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain,  

open new highways, new highways for our God,  

who is now coming closer, so come all and see,  

and open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 

 

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared. 

Yet, feel that presence throughout the earth today,  

for Christ lives in all Christians and is with us now;  

again, on arriving, Christ brings us liberty. 

 
Commissioning  
 
Sung Blessing  “Hope Shines as a Solitary Star” MV 220 

Peace shines as a solitary star, 

faith is the inner light. 

You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 

and illumine the pathway home. 

 

Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

As we journey through Advent together, the church’s tradition gives this second Sunday of Advent the 
theme of peace.  We lit the candle of peace in our Advent wreath just a few moments ago, reminding 
each other that Jesus is both the Prince of Peace and the bringer of peace to the world. We are 
anticipating that Christmas story of peaceful shepherds in the fields tending their flocks until they are 
interrupted by God’s messengers, and run to that manger bed where all seems tranquil and serene. 
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Before we get there, we meet John the Baptist once again. We encounter someone who seems to be a 
bit of a wild man, coming from the desert places and likely from a community that was on the margins 
of Jewish life.  His role in our faith story is as a prophet, the one who helps us to prepare the way for the 
One God has sent, in our hearts and in our lives.  Yet the John we meet in Matthew’s gospel does not 
seem to be the herald of peace.  He berates the church leaders who come for baptism, he uses images 
of chopping and winnowing and fire to describe what is coming.  There are no idyllic pastoral scenes in 
John’s story to bring us a sense of peace. 

John the Baptist is an interesting character.  In the gospel of Luke, his birth story is told and he is said to 
have been a relative of Jesus.  He was an important figure in all of our gospels, and some of his followers 
remained loyal to him for many years after his death, Paul recorded that he some as he travelled in 
Ephesus.  There are still followers of John the Baptist today, called Mandeans, and John remains an 
important figure and prophet in Christianity, Islam and in the Baha’i faith. The first century historian 
Flavius Josephus wrote as much about John as he did about Jesus, and scholars believe that his writing 
on John was likely more authentic.  

In all the gospels - and in the writings of Josephus, John’s life came to a violent end, and his death was 
mourned by many.  John the Baptiser did not seem to be a tranquil or peaceful man, he was in many 
ways an activist, a proclaimer, as well as a prophet.  He was certainly a faithful man, following a path to 
which he felt called, encouraging others to make a change in their lives in order to accept what God was 
doing in the world.  What, on this Advent Sunday of peace, can we learn from John about peace, then? 

I think it is worth noting that in Matthew’s entire gospel, the word peace only occurs three times, and in 
those instances it is spoken by Jesus.  The writer of Matthew, unlike Luke or John’s writers, does not 
seem to focus on the peace-making and peace-bringing aspects of Jesus’ life and ministry.  So what is 
the concept of peace that we can explore through John’s work and ministry?  

I think we can put aside the notion of peace as tranquility, or even calm.  It seems that according to John 
the Baptist, God’s kin-dom of peace can come only when we actively work to make and bring peace in 
our world, with God.  Peace comes after we have declared loudly that God wants us to open ourselves 
to change, to hearts made fresh and clean and open.  Peace comes after we call out those around us and 
expose hypocrisy, when we name the truth of the powerful ones whose goal is never peace, but control. 

In this Advent time, the church is called to be prophetic, to proclaim once again that God is coming – 
always coming – and if we want to make and build God’s peaceable reign, we might have to be less than 
serene and tranquil ourselves.  We might have to be loud, we might have to be pointedly honest, we 
might even have to get out of our buildings and head into the wilderness around us to help others to 
change.  Like John, we might have to declare our faith and what we believe even when it could be 
dangerous.    

For God’s peace to be known, it can take both our personal commitments to allow God’s love and grace 
to shape us and our own acknowledgments that we need forgiveness, that we are called to know 
ourselves deeply enough to repent.  For God’s peace to be known, we must be active participants in 
making peace that is also making justice for all.  

This Advent, let’s continue to make space for God, with John’s words ringing in our ears – with the work 
of making God’s straight paths available for all, and with the certain knowledge that God’s love and 
God’s peace are waiting to be born in and through us.  
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