
1 | P a g e  

 

 
Hybrid Worship for December 18, 2022  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 
Centering Music:   “Prepare Ye” 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One: The signs of the season surround us - 

All: festive lights, Christmas trees, gifts wrapped with care, 

Advent candles, nativity scenes, and carols in the air.  

One: The signs of the season help us to prepare –  

All: we find hope in tiny candle flames,  

peace in contemplation of a humble birth, 

joy as we share the music of Advent and Christmas. 

One: The stories of the season remind us of what God is about to do - 

All: a young girl pregnant with God’s love shows us faith as she waits, 

 a husband puts his trust in the dream God sent him. 

One: We continue to prepare for that love of God to be born anew -  

All:  in our hearts we share that love, 

 with our lives we reflect that love, 

 with our hands we offer a welcome to that love. 

One: As a symbol of our need to welcome and prepare, 

 we add prayers of love and strips of cloth 

 to the manger bed –  

God’s love is always coming,  

God’s love is always with us. 

All: We give our thanks and praise to God. 

   

For our Opening Prayer today you are invited to add a cloth to the ‘cradle’ as an act of love to prepare 

for Jesus’ arrival. If you are worshiping with us on ZOOM, this could be a moment for you to think about 

the ways in which we share God’s love in the world.  
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Opening Hymn:  “O Ancient Love” VU 17 

O ancient love, processing through the ages; 

O hidden love, revealed in human form; 

O promised love, the dream of seers and sages: 

 

O living Love, within our hearts be born, 

O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 

 

O homeless love, that dwells among the stranger; 

O lowly love, that knows the mighty's scorn; 

O hungry love, that lay within a manger:   

 

O living Love, within our hearts be born, 

O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 

 

O gentle love, caressing those in sorrow; 

O tender love, that comforts those forlorn; 

O hopeful love, that promises tomorrow:   

 

O living Love, within our hearts be born, 

O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 

 

O suffering love, that bears our human weakness; 

O boundless love, that rises with the morn; 

O mighty love, concealed in infant meekness:   

 

O living Love, within our hearts be born, 

O living Love, within our hearts be borne. 

 
Lighting the Advent Candle of Love 
One: Today, we light the candle of love and re-light the candles of hope, peace and joy in our Advent 

wreath. 

the three blue and one pink candles are lit 

Two: The blue candles can remind us of a clear night sky, a young girl’s robe, or the refreshing waters 

of baptism.  The pink candle in our circle can entice us to break out of our routines and celebrate! 

One: These four strong lights can bring us illumination on a  

 journey of love that begins again at a stable in Bethlehem  

Two: So we thank God for the gift of love, a gift that Jesus brings to the world.  

One: Let us shine with God’s love into places where people are yearning for love and acceptance, 

places in our own cities and towns and neighbourhoods and those across borders and oceans. 

Two: Let this candle remind us that the light of Christ is shining 

 in our hearts, and can spread from us to others when we live in love. 
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All: We walk together in the light of God. 

 
Sung Response:   “Hope is a Star”  VU 7 verse 4 only 
Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 
Jesus has come and will never depart. 
When God is a child there's joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
and none shall be afraid. 
 

Scripture Readings: 

Isaiah 7:10–15 The Inclusive Bible 

Once more YHWH spoke to Ahaz and said, “Ask for a sign from YHWH your God; let it be deep as the 

netherworld, or high as the sky!” 

But Ahaz answered, “I will not ask! I will not put YHWH to a test!” 

Then Isaiah said, “Listen, O House of David! Is it not enough for you to weary those around you, must 

you also weary my God? Therefore the Holy One will give you a sign: This young woman will become 

pregnant and will give birth. You will name the child Immanu-El. This child will be living on curds and 

honey by the time it knows how to refuse evil and do good.  

 

Matthew 1:18-25 The Inclusive Bible 

This is how the birth of Jesus came about. 

When Jesus’ mother, Mary, was engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 

pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her husband, an upright person unwilling to disgrace her, 

decided to divorce her quietly. 

This was Joseph’s intention when suddenly the angel of God appeared in a dream and said, “Joseph, heir 

to the house of David, don’t be afraid to wed Mary; it is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived this 

child. She is to have a son, and you are to name him Jesus – ‘Salvation’ – because he will save the people 

from their sins.” All this happened to fulfill what God has said through the prophet: 

“The virgin will be with child 

and give birth, 

and the child will be named Immanuel”  

– a name that means “God is with us.” 

When Joseph woke, he did as the angel of God had directed, and they went ahead with the marriage. He 

did not have intercourse with her until she had given birth, she had a son, and they named him Jesus. 

 
One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir:   Dreaming Mary  MV134  
 
Reflection:  Dreamers 
 
Hymn: “Now Mary walked that dusty road” (tune VU 71) 

Now Mary walked that dusty road  



4 | P a g e  

 

the way to Bethlehem; 

the days and nights were, oh, so long, 

the cold surrounded them; 

but, with each step, she knew the day 

was coming when they both would say, 

“Jesus, our child is born, Jesus is born; 

in excelsis gloria!” 

 

Our Joseph, he kept careful watch, 

yes, strength was in his arm; 

as hour by hour, he walked with her, 

made sure nothing would harm 

his wife-to-be, the child-within, 

this father’s love would soon begin – 

“Jesus, our child is born, Jesus is born; 

in excelsis gloria!” 

 

You people here, now gathered round, 

disciples of the Son, 

open your hearts, your homes, your hands, 

to families like this one; 

seeking a place that’s safe to live, 

God’s healing love is yours to give, 

Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 

in excelsis gloria! 
Written by former moderator Rev. Richard Bott.  Used with permission. 

 
Invitation to the Offering 

One: When we give, we help God’s love to expand.  It grows in our own hearts and lives when we 

share, it grows in others who receive.  May all that we share reflect God’s reign of love. 

  

Gift of Music:   “Dream A Dream” MV 158  

  

Hymn of Dedication:     “Jesus Came Bringing Us Hope”  MV 33  

Jesus came bringing us hope, 

Jesus came bringing us hope, 

Jesus came bringing us hope, 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

Jesus came bringing us peace, 

Jesus came bringing us peace, 

Jesus came bringing us peace, 
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Hallelujah forevermore 

 

Jesus came bringing us joy, 

Jesus came bringing us joy, 

Jesus came bringing us joy, 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

Jesus came bringing us love, 

Jesus came bringing us love, 

Jesus came bringing us love, 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

Offering Prayer: 

All: God who is love, may the gifts given here today and by PAR or electronically, and those we 

have shared through the gift of our time, presence, and skill, help to expand love: love across 

the world, love within our homes, and love within ourselves. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 

Sung response:  “Come Now, O God of Love”  VU 34 

Come now, O God of love, we are your people; 

pour out your Spirit, that we be one body. 

 

One: Holy One, we pray with thankful hearts today. 

 Thankful for the mystery of Christmas, 

 thankful for our families and friends, 

 thankful that we have the freedom to experience love 

 and to celebrate in whatever way we choose. 

 

Two: We remember and pray for all those 

 who are alone and lonely at this time, 

 all those who are not free to live as themselves, 

 especially members of the 2S-LGBTQ + community, 

 people of all ages who live with mental illness, 

 anyone who chooses a unique path in life. 

 

Sing: Come now, O God of love, we are your people; 

pour out your Spirit, that we be one body. 

 

One: We pray out thanks, God, for the people who  

 work to bring peace and share love in our world, 

 for those who work to feed the hungry and shelter the homeless, 
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 for those who reach out to welcome the stranger, 

 for all people who yearn and work for justice. 

 

Two: And we pray for all those who experience hunger and homelessness, 

 for those who live in the midst of war and fear, 

 for those who live without justice and without hope. 

 

Sing: Come now, O God of love, we are your people; 

pour out your Spirit, that we be one body. 

 

One: Creator God, we thank you for our planet, full of life and mystery. 

 We thank you for starry skies and the depths of oceans, 

 for creatures that fly and crawl, leap and swim, 

 for the deep green or evergreen trees, and the bright red of berries. 

 

Two: We pray for our earth home, God, 

 that we can find paths to healing it’s hurts –  

 we pray that leaders in our countries will commit to 

 reducing the harm that we have done, and continue to do. 

 

Sing: Come now, O God of love, we are your people; 

pour out your Spirit, that we be one body.  

 

One: We thank you for all gifts, God - 

Two: the gifts of love and compassion, 

One: the gifts of awe and wonder, 

Two: the gift of inspiration, 

One: the gift of stories shared. 

Two: Hear all our prayers, God, as we enter into 

 your season of love and presence.  Amen 

   

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 960  

 

Closing Hymn:    “Go, Tell it On the Mountain”  MV43 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.  

 

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
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Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.  

 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Saviours's birth! 

 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.  

 

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent our salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere. 

Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.  

 
Commissioning  
 
Sung Blessing  “Hope Shines as a Solitary Star” MV 220 

Love shines as a solitary star, 

faith is the inner light. 

You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 

and illumine the pathway home. 

 

Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

Dreamers – whether we remember them or not, science tells us that we all dream, that we are all 
dreamers.  Even though, like the majority of people, I don’t remember my dreams for long after I wake 
up, I have had some vivid dreams in my life that have stayed with me, the earliest when I was only four 
or five years old. 

Dreamers – the stories of our faith tradition are full of them.  Jacob and his ladder, Joseph and his 
dreams about his family as well as his ability to interpret the dreams of others, Daniel and his 
relationship with dreams and with Nebuchadnezzar, and our scripture story today of the first of three 
dreams experienced by Jospeh of Nazareth.  Dreams and dreamers were often considered to be touched 
or purposed by God in some way. 

Today we don’t have the same relationship with dreams, and dreamers are often described as lacking a 
realistic view of the world.  We might describe dreamers as having their ‘heads in the clouds’ or being 
more idealistic than practical.  We often categorize dreamers as those who contemplate but don’t 
necessarily accomplish anything.  Rarely would we insist that someone with vivid dreams was actually 
receiving a message from God, and if we were to hear someone declare that God spoke to them in a 
dream, we might be skeptical about what they shared.  
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Yet those dreamers can bring us a vision of the future that it might be hard for us to imagine otherwise – 
a world at peace, a time when no one is hungry or alone, a way to bring justice to those who themselves 
may have dreamed of a more just and compassionate society. One of Martin Luther King Junior’s most 
famous speeches is known as “I Have a Dream” in which he calls for racial justice, and imagines a 
country in which his own children – all children – would be judged “not by the colour of their skin but by 
their character.”  Dreamers are important. 

It is reported that Albert Einstein was led to develop the Theory of Relativity through a dream, and 
musician Paul McCartney has stated that the melody for the song Yesterday came to him fully formed in 
a dream.  The father of quantum mechanics, Niels Bohr, often spoke of the inspirational dream that led 
to his discovery of the structure of the atom.  Dreams can reveal, dreams can give us purpose, and they 
can perhaps change the world. 

Our biblical dreamers certainly found a purpose to their dreams and what they saw.  Jacob’s dream of a 
ladder between heaven and earth reminds us that these realms are somehow connected, and the 
promise he received in that dream told him – and tells us – that God is with us.  Joseph’s dreams and 
dream interpretations saved a community from the ravages of famine, as well as his own life, and 
helped him to keep his faith in God while revealing to others the power of the God.  Jospeh of 
Nazareth’s dreams helped to open the world to God’s presence, to the coming of Emmanuel – “God 
with us,” and then kept his family, and the child, safe to thrive and grow.  These were not individuals 
who spent their time ‘star-gazing’ - their dreams led to action that shaped their communities and their 
world.  

In ancient times, it was not considered uncommon for dreamers to receive messages from the Divine, 
and those who could interpret some dreams were considered valuable persons, like Joseph or Daniel. 
Sometimes, the message of God relayed through dreams was much more direct, as we find in 
Matthew’s gospel story about Jesus’ birth.  There is not much interpretation needed here – the angel 
messenger who appears in Joseph’s dream has clear instructions – marry your beloved, do not put her 
aside, name the son she bears Jesus, a son conceived by the spirit. Later, the same kind of directness 
warns Joseph to protect his family and flee to Egypt, as well as warning the wise ones not to return to 
Herod after their visit to Bethlehem.  Joseph was open to receiving that message – ready to believe that 
God could speak truth to him in his dreams, ready to act on those messages and warnings. 

Perhaps we can’t imagine receiving a message from God in a dream, perhaps we don’t pay much 
attention to our dreams, what scientists now name as an ongoing thinking process that just happens to 
occur while we sleep.  Yet in the trance of sleep, perhaps barriers between our reality and the realm of 
God can be dissolved a little, and an opportunity to hear God’s message for us can be created.  I have 
shared this story at other times, but my own decision to seek a call as your minister here at Applewood 
actually came to me just as I was waking – a voice urging me to reach out to your search committee and 
explore the possibilities of ministry here. 

We should not be afraid to dream – along with Mary as the choir sang for us, dreams of a world that can 
change and a God who is with us.  We should not be afraid to dream along with Joseph, dreams that can 
change our perspective and lead us to action that will bring God’s love to all. In our own lives, and 
especially in our life together in this faith family, we could dream big, dream knowing that there may be 
work ahead and that we could be forever changed. 

I believe that God still speaks to us, still has a message of love and inclusion for us to share. There is so 
much in our stories of Jesus’ birth that can open us to that message.  May we all be open to the dreams 
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and visions that God continues to send to us in story, in worship, in the work of our community and yes, 
even in our dreams.  May it be so – Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


