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Hybrid Worship for November 6, 2022  

Remembrance Sunday with Communion 
 
Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes.  Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people 

from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work in their community, and 

to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 
Centering Music:   “Give Peace to Every Heart”  MV 86 

Give peace to ev'ry heart, 

Give peace to ev'ry heart, 

Give peace God, 

Give peace God. 
 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One: To worship is to remember: 

All: that we are created in love and for love, by God who loves us. 

One: To worship is to remember: 

All: that God sent Jesus, the Prince of Peace into the world for us. 

One; To worship is to remember: 

All: that God call us all to be peacemakers and peace builders. 

One: In worship today we remember: 

All: that God’s peace has not come to all people and all nations, 

 that many gave their lives in the hope that peace could be known, 

 and we remember so that their sacrifices will not be forgotten. 

One: Come to worship, come in peace. 

All:  We come together as God’s people, remembering. 

One: We pray together: 

All: O God, at this annual time of remembrance,  

our thoughts turn to the violence,  

fear and pain of war. 

Come gently in our worship this morning 

that we may know your peace— 

not the peace of violence ignored and fear repressed, 

but the true peace of evil confronted, 

injustice exposed, 

and reconciliation achieved. 

We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace.  Amen. 
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(Opening Prayer only from ‘Celebrate God’s Presence,’ the United Church of Canada) 

 

Opening Hymn:  “O for a World” VU 697 

O for a world where everyone 

respects each other's ways, 

where love is lived and all is done 

with justice and with praise. 

 

O for a world where goods are shared 

and misery relieved, 

where truth is spoken, children spared, 

equality achieved. 

 

We welcome one world family 

and struggle with each choice 

that opens us to unity 

and gives our vision voice. 

 

The poor are rich, the weak are strong, 

the foolish ones are wise. 

Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong, 

who perishes will rise. 

 

O for a world preparing for 

God's glorious reign of peace, 

where time and tears will be no more, 

and all but love will cease. 

 

Prayer for Reflection and Revelation:  Remembrance -A Candle-Lighting Litany 

One: Loving God, on this day in which we remember and 

hope for the end to all wars, we offer our 

confession for the ways in which we have not 

honoured the promise of the armistice and peace. 

All: We acknowledge that we, as individuals and as a 

country, have supported the furtherance of wars 

and rumours of wars with what we have done and 

said, and with what we have left undone and 

unsaid. We pray for forgiveness and for the 

strength to call for peace, and for the 

transformation of all aspects of our way of living 

in support of peace. May we always remember 

those who have died as we seek to be 
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peacemakers, so that their deaths may be 

honoured with the building of a truly peaceable 

kingdom.   Amen. 

One: And so, let us remember all that has happened in 

times of war to ensure that we begin to 

understand why war is never the best answer -- no 

matter the question. 

 

The first candle is shared. 

We light this candle to remember those of all 

genders who died in the service to our nation in 

times of war, on peacekeeping missions , and in 

conflicts in other countries. We remember 

especially those whose suffer from the traumatic 

effects of their service. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning.... 

All: we will remember them. 

 

The second candle is shared. 

We light this candle to remember victims of war on 

all sides, especially the most vulnerable: women, 

children, those who are sick or living with 

challenges, and elderly people. At the going down 

of the sun and in the morning... 

All: we will remember them. 

 

The third candle is shared 

We light this candle to remember the service 

animals who died in support of the troops: the 

horses, the dogs, the carrier pigeons. At the going 

down of the sun and in the morning.... 

All: we will remember them. 

 

The fourth candle is shared. 

We light this candle for the families of all service 

people. We give thanks for the support and care 

they have offered and continue to offer, including 

when their loved ones have returned home. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning... 

All: we will remember them. 

 

The fifth candle is shared 
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We light this candle for our earth and all of 

creation, recognizing that it, too, is a casualty of 

war. We acknowledge the ecological destruction 

of the earth, the sea, and the air, and we pray that 

our Creator might guide us to restore the ongoing 

devastation of our natural world. 

All: Loving God, make us co-creators with you. 

 

The sixth candle is shared 

We light this candle for the hundreds of thousands 

of refugees displaced by war who must seek new 

homelands, a safe and peaceful place to live, and a 

fresh start. 

All: Loving God, make us instruments of your peace. 

 

The seventh candle is shared 

We light this candle as a candle of love to remind 

us that God commands us to forgive one another 

and to be reconciled to one another. 

All: Loving God, make us instruments of your peace. 

 

The eighth candle is shared 

We light this candle because we believe Jesus is 

the Light of the World. His light shines in the worst 

of times, and nothing will ever put it out. 

All: Loving God, let the light of Christ shine in and 

through our lives. 

(Written by Heather McClure. Gathering, Pentecost 2 2022, page 64. Used with permission) 

 
Sung Response:   “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”  VU 684 
Make me a channel of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me bring your love; 
where there is injury, your healing power, 
and where there's doubt, true faith in you: 
 
Make me a channel of your peace: 
where there's despair in life, let me bring hope; 
where there is darkness, only light; 
and where there's sadness, ever joy. 
O Spirit, grant that I may never seek 
so much to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love with all my soul. 
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Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
in giving to all that we receive, 
and in dying that we're born to eternal life. 
 
Prayers and Poppies 
 
Scripture Readings:  

Micah 4:1-5         The Inclusive Bible 

But at the end of days, the mountain of YHWH's Temple will be established as the most important 

mountain and raised above all other hills - all nations will stream toward it.  Many people will come and 

say:  "Come, let us climb YHWH's mountain to the Temple of the God of Jacob, that we may be 

instructed in God's ways and walk in God's paths."  Instruction will be given from Zion and the word of 

YHWH from Jerusalem.  YHWH will judge between many peoples and arbitrate between mighty and 

distant nations;  They will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; one 

nation will not raise the sword against another, and never again will they train for war.  People will sit 

under their own vines and fig trees with no one to make them afraid.  The mouth of YHWH Omnipotent 

has spoken.  Though all the nations walk in the names of their own gods, we will walk in the name of 

YHWH our God forever and ever.  

                                   

John 15:9-17 The Inclusive Bible 

As my Abba has loved me, so have I loved you.  Live on in my love.  And you will live on in my love if you 

keep my commandments, just as I live on in Abba God's love and have kept God's commandments.  I tell 

you all this that my joy may be yours, and your joy may be complete.  This is my commandment:  love 

one another as I have loved you.  There is no greater love than to lay down one's life for one's friends.  

And you are my friends, if you do what I command you.  I no longer speak of you as subordinates, 

because a subordinate doesn't know a superior's business.  Instead I call you friends, because I have 

made known to you everything I have learned from Abba God.   It was not you who chose me;  

it was I who chose you to go forth and bear fruit.  Your fruit must endure, so that whatever you ask of 

Abba God in my name God will give you.  This command I give you:  that you love one another.   

 
One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir:   Instrument of Your Peace 
 
Reflection: When no one is afraid 
 
Hymn: “God of Freedom, God of Justice”  VU 700 
God of freedom, God of justice, 
you whose love is strong as death, 
you who saw the dark of prison, 
you who knew the price of faith: 
touch our world of sad oppression 
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with your Spirit's healing breath. 
 
Rid the earth of torture's terror, 
you whose hands were nailed to wood; 
hear the cries of pain and protest, 
you who shed the tears and blood: 
move in us the power of pity 
restless for the common good. 
 
Make in us a captive conscience 
quick to hear, to act, to plead; 
make us truly sisters, brothers 
of whatever race or creed: 
teach us to be fully human, 
open to each other's need. 
 
Introduction to our Stewardship Campaign 
 
Introduction to the Offering 
One: There are opportunities to give every day, certainly through gifts of dollars and cents, but also 

through courageous action, faithful service, and loving devotion. Let us share of ourselves and of 

what God has so graciously given. 

 
Gift of Music:  Instrument of Your Peace  
  
Hymn of Dedication:     “Your Work, O God” VU 537 

Your work, O God needs many hands to help you everywhere,  

and some there are that cannot serve unless our gifts we share. 

Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make,  

be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake. 

 
Offering Prayer: 
One: Gracious God, bless these gifts and these givers. May they be used well to foster peace and joy 

in this world and in the lives of those who cross our paths. 

All: May real and lasting change start now, with us, through us, and with God’s blessing. Amen. 

(Introduction and Offering Prayer by United Church of Canada military chaplains 

 Captain (Rev.) Audrey Brown and Captain (Rev.) Tyler Powell) 

 
Sacrament of Communion   

One: Jesus said ”Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 

 I do not give to you as the world gives. 

 Do not let your hearts be troubled,  

 and do not let them be afraid. (John 14:27) 

 

 In the midst of violence, Jesus invites us to experience wholeness. 
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 In the midst of division, we are invited to remember and experience peace. 

  

 So come to the table where the Prince of Peace waits for us. 

 Be reconciled with your neighbours and feast on the Bread of Life. 

 Let us share in Christ’s peace and grace. 

 

One: God be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them up to God. 

One: Let us give thanks to God. 

All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

One: Righteous and steadfast God, 

 we give you thanks for your faithfulness 

 and for special memories at this time of year. 

 We thank you for our families and our country 

 as we gather to honour the men and women who died for peace, 

 those who still strive to bring life and dignity 

 to war-torn regions of the world, 

 and those who question and help us to think about other paths. 

Two: From the beginning of time, your intention has been for us 

 to live together in peace; 

 You sent us prophets, who gave us a vision of a peaceable kingdom, 

 where the lamb would lie down with the lion, 

 and no one would be afraid. 

 You gave us a covenant written on our hearts 

 and continue your promise of forgiveness for our wrongdoing, 

 even though we persist in breaking that covenant, 

 leaving cities mute in their devastation 

 and shattered lives struggling to survive in the rubble of 

 once broad streets and imposing buildings. 

One: Yet even as we continue to wage war on the earth and one another, 

 you still call us to live in love as gardeners and neighbours. 

 And so, with people from around the world, from 

 Kiev to Kandahar, 

 Bridgewater to Bethlehem, 

 Mississauga to Myanmar, 

 we raise our voices in praise: 

 

 

 



8 | P a g e  

 

All (sung):   MV 203 

O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space, 

All earth and sea and sky above 

bear witness to your grace. 

Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation sings your praise. 

And blessed is the one who comes 

and bears your name always. 

 

Two: Holy and Patient God, 

 we give thanks for Jesus, Prince of Peace, 

 born in a time of occupation and hatred. 

 We remember that he spent time teaching and healing, 

 bringing hope to all people, all ages, from all walks of life. 

 He spoke of God’s realm where empires would be turned upside down 

 and peace and justice would reign; 

 and he taught us the importance of love at any cost. 

One: The authorities put him to death for what he said and did, 

 but you raised him from death, 

 and in his resurrection, you assured us 

 that nothing can separate us from your love. 

 On the night before he died,  

 Jesus sat at table with his friends 

 in an upper room just outside Jerusalem. 

Two: He took bread, gave you thanks, 

 broke the loaf and passed it around the table, saying, 

 “Take and eat; whenever you do this , remember me.” 

One: When the meal was over, he took the cup saying, 

 “This is the new covenant, sealed in my blood; 

 whenever you do this, remember me.” 

Two: We remember Jesus in this way now,  

 and, with people through the ages, 

 we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

All (sung):  MV 204 

 Sing Christ has died and Christ has risen, 

 Christ will come again! 

 Sing Christ has died and Christ has risen, 

 Christ will come again! 

 

One: God of mystery and promise, 

 fill us with an awareness of your Spirit, 

 and grant us faith and perseverance  
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 to work for the day 

 when we can all live together in peace. 

 As we eat and drink together,  

 make us one with Christ and one in Christ, 

 signs of his transforming presence in the world. 

Two: At this time, we also remember all those 

 with whom you would have us share your feast.  

 We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain . . . 

 all who are ill or alone . . .  

 ll who live with fear, oppression, or hunger . . .  

 all whom the world counts as last and least . . . . 

 We pray for your church and its varied ministries . . .  

 for the earth, and the fragile web of life we share . . . 

 for our families and friends . . . . 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 960 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive them that trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil:   

for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

  

Breaking the Bread and Filling the Cup 

 (If you are worshipping in the sanctuary, you may come forward to receive the elements.  If you prefer to 

stay seated, they will be brought to you.  If you are participating on ZOOM, this would be the time to 

take bread and juice, and if with another you could serve each other with the words “Jesus Christ the 

bread of life” and “Jesus Christ the true vine.”) 

 

Prayer after communion 

One: We give you thanks, O God, that you have blessed us at this Table 

 and nourished us with hope. 

All: Send us out in the Spirit of Christ 

 to be peace lovers and peace makers, 

 generous in spirit, 

 patient and persistent 

 in our search for justice, 

 and filled with your Spirit. 

 We pray through the Living Christ.  

 Amen 

(Our communion prayers were written by Rev. Dr. Nancy Hardy, from her collection “Worship in the City.” 

Used with permission) 
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Closing Hymn:    “When Hands Reach Out”  MV 169 

When hands reach out beyond divides 

and hope is truly found, 

each chain of hate will fall away 

and bells of peace shall sound, 

and bells of peace, of peace shall sound 

and bells of peace shall sound, 

each chain of hate will fall away 

and bells of peace shall sound.      

 

When fear no longer guides our steps 

and days of war are done, 

God's dream for all shall live anew; 

our hearts will heal as one, 

our hearts will heal, will heal as one, 

our hearts will heal as one, 

God's dream for all shall live anew; 

our hearts will heal as one. 

 

When race and creed blind us no more, 

a neighbour's face we'll see, 

and we shall dance the whole world round, 

for love will set us free, 

for love, yes love will set us free, 

for love will set us free, 

and we shall dance the whole world round, 

for love will set us free. 

 
Commissioning /Blessing  
 
Sung Amen - VU967 
 
Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

I come from a family of storytellers – which might not surprise you!  It was a special treat when the 
family would linger at the table after dinner, and my parents would share stories from their childhoods, 
and often stories from my father’s time as a soldier in the Second World War and the Korean War.  
Many of my mother’s family members still lived in England, so tales of her visits, as well as stories about 
homes being bombed and a life of rations and restrictions were also shared. 

One of the themes that ran through both my parents’ accounts of wartime was fear.  Fear for family 
members and friends who were in the middle of the war as soldiers and as civilians, fear of what could 
come next, fears that a bomb could drop on the homes of loved ones, and the fear that those folk talked 
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about afterwards.  The fear felt by soldiers led to mistakes which sometimes then led to death or grave 
injury, or to the injury we now call post traumatic stress disorder. 

Fear is a life-limiting emotion, and it is at the heart of war and conflict.  So when Micah writes that in 
God’s peaceful reign people “will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; one nation will not raise the sword against another, and never again will they train for war.  
People will sit under their own vines and fig trees with no one to make them afraid” he paints a picture 
that brings not only peace, but relief and hope. 

In Jesus’ time, fear of the Roman oppressors, fear of the authorities that sought to rule lives, fear of 
change and disruption marked the lives of the Hebrew people. Fear of his power and influence over the 
population was a major factor that led to Jesus’ execution, I believe.  At the tomb, we are told 
throughout the gospels that those who gathered there that first Easter morning were terrified, and even 
the shepherds on the hill the night Jesus was born were frightened. 

 Shepherds and followers were also reassured and told by those beings they encountered not to be 
afraid.  Before his death on the cross, John’s gospel tells us that Jesus spoke to his followers about what 
would be coming,  “Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid,” he said. God does 
not want us to live with the numbness and destruction of fear.  God’s way does not include powerful 
people who would seek to control others through fear, intimidation, and war. 

Can we imagine a world in which the fears of war and violence no longer rules people’s lives?  Can we 
dream a time when there is no one to make another afraid?  When the powerful - but fearful 
themselves - are not able to use war to disrupt and control? Can we imagine what it would take to build 
such a world?  We have remembered and honored, in our worship today, those who fought to alleviate 
those fears, even as they had to face their own.  We remembered those who paid the ultimate price in 
their efforts to create a world that knows peace instead of fear, community instead of conflict.  Are we 
willing to give all we have in order to create a space where all people can be free to love one another, as 
Jesus commanded, without fear, without oppression, without war? 

As we share Communion today we will also remember Jesus, the one God sent to help us to live without 
fear, the one who told us, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”   May we find space in 
our lives to be lifted from the fears we carry, may we be inspired to work for peace – remembering the 
sacrifices of so many. May we be encouraged by that Prince of Peace and fearlessness who reminds us 
that God desires all people to know and live fearless lives.   Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


