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Hybrid Worship for November 27, 2022  

First Sunday of Advent 

 

Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 

Centering Music:   “Prepare Ye” 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One: Get ready, we are going on a journey together! 

All: A journey to Bethlehem, a journey of hope, peace, joy and love. 

One: Get ready, we will be traveling through tough terrain -  

All: through valleys of uncertainty, 

 over mountains of preparations, 

 across dry places of worry and places flooded with distractions. 

One: Get ready – God’s love is being born into the world once more. 

All: In our hearts and in our homes, we make our Advent preparations. 

One: Get ready – it is time to worship our God who has come, and is always coming to us. 

All:  We are ready to travel the Advent road! 

One: Let’s pray together – 

All: Holy God, travel with us in these days of preparation and waiting. 

 Give us hearts big enough to receive your love and share it, 

 give us minds open enough to hear your word and spread it, 

 give us spirits of caring and compassion,  wide enough and 

with the energy and courage we need to multiply justice and hope. 

We pray in the name of your Coming One, Present One, and Forever One, 

Jesus the Christ.  Amen 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty” VU 315 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 

perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth 

and sky and sea; 

holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope 

Introduction 

Lighting the Candles in an Advent Wreath is a very old tradition in the church.  It can remind us of our 

connections to creation and to one another; it can remind us that Advent is not just a waiting time, but a 

time of action when we seek to live out the promise of hope, peace, joy and love in the world by what we 

do and what we say.  May the small lights we share in our worship light our paths to the work of justice, 

kindness and care for all. 

 

One: Today, we light the candle of hope in our Advent wreath. 

one blue candle is lit 

Two: The circle of God’s eternity is represented in this circle of green.  

It has no beginning and no end, like the love of God. 

One: The single flame reminds us that even a small light can 

  bring hope into a world that is sometimes in despair. 

Two: So we thank God for the gift of hope, a gift that Jesus brings to the world.  

One: Let us shine with God’s hope into places where people are lonely or afraid, anxious or worried. 

Two: Let this candle remind us that the light of Christ is shining 

 in our hearts, and can spread from us to others when we live in hope. 

All: We walk together in the light of God. 

 

Sung Response:   “Hope is a Star”  VU 7 

Hope is a star that shines in the night, 

leading us on till the morning is bright. 
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When God is a child there's joy in our song. 

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

and none shall be afraid. 

 

Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, 

giving a promise of safety and worth.   

 

When God is a child there's joy in our song. 

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

and none shall be afraid. 

 

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, 

telling the world that the Saviour is born.   

 

When God is a child there's joy in our song. 

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

and none shall be afraid. 

 

Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 

Jesus has come and will never depart.   

 

When God is a child there's joy in our song. 

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

and none shall be afraid. 

 

Scripture Readings: 

Isaiah 2:1–5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come 

   the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

   and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 

   Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

   to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

   and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 

   and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
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they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

   neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, 

   come, let us walk 

   in the light of the Lord! 

  

Matthew 24:36–44 

‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two 

women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for 

you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had 

known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have 

let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour. 

 

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir:   “Our Hope Is In This Child” 

 

Reflection:  An Unexpected Hour  

 

Hymn: “O Day of God Draw Nigh”  VU 688 

O day of God, draw nigh 

in beauty and in power, 

come with your timeless judgement now 

to match our present hour. 

 

Bring to our troubled minds, 

uncertain and afraid, 

the quiet of a steadfast faith, 

calm of a call obeyed. 

 

Bring justice to our land, 

that all may dwell secure, 

and finely build for days to come 

foundations that endure. 



5 | P a g e  

 

 

Bring to our world of strife 

your sovereign word of peace, 

that war may haunt the earth no more 

and desolation cease. 

 

O day of God, draw nigh 

as at creation's birth; 

let there be light again, and set 

your judgements in the earth. 

 

Stewardship 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

One: The very act of giving creates change in our world.  The feeling of gratitude shared with others  

has an impact that is beyond measure.  Let’s share what we have with grateful hearts and as an 

act of worship. 

 

Gift of Music    

  

Hymn of Dedication:     “Jesus Came Bringing Us Hope”  MV 33  

Jesus came bringing us hope, 

Jesus came bringing us hope, 

Jesus came bringing us hope, 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

Offering Prayer: 

All: O God, may all the gifts given here today and those we give by PAR, or in the mail, or by 

electronic transfer, help to give hope: hope across the world, hope within our homes and 

within our church home, and hope within ourselves. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

One: You keep us waiting.  

You, the God of all time, 

want us to wait 

for the right time in which to discover 

who we are, where we must go, 

who will be with us, and what we must do. 

All: Thank you, God, for the waiting time. 

 

Sung Response:   “Come Now O God of Hope” VU 34 

Come now O God of Hope, we are your people. 
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Pour out Your Spirit, that we be one body. 

 

One: You keep us looking. 

You, the God of all space, 

want us to look in all the right and wrong places 

for signs of hope, 

for people who are hopeless, 

for visions of a better world which will appear 

among the disappointments of the world we know. 

All: Thank you, God, for the looking time. 

 

Sung Response:   “Come Now O God of Hope” VU 34 

Come now O God of Hope, we are your people. 

Pour out Your Spirit, that we be one body. 

 

One: You keep us loving. 

You, the God whose name is love, 

want us to be like you— 

to love the loveless and the unlovely and the unlovable; 

to love without jealousy or design or threat; 

and, most difficult of all, 

to love ourselves. 

All: Thank you, God, for the loving time. 

 

Sung Response:   “Come Now O God of Hope” VU 34 

Come now O God of Hope, we are your people. 

Pour out Your Spirit, that we be one body. 

 

One: And in all this, 

you keep us. 

Through hard questions with no easy answers; 

through failing where we hoped to succeed 

and making an impact when we felt we were useless; 

through the patience and the dreams and the love of others; 

and through Jesus Christ and his spirit, 

you keep us. 

All: Thank you, God, for the keeping time, 

and for now, 

and for ever. 

Amen. 

Iona Community 
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The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 959 

 

Closing Hymn:   “ Prophets Told Us, "Pay Attention!"”  Tune VU 36 

Prophets told us, "Pay attention! God is working in the land.  Lo, the days are surely coming; seek the  

justice God has planned!  Seek the signs of your redemption; hear God's word and understand!" 

 

Christ, you taught us: "Pay attention! Nature's signs are sure and clear: 

When the trees grow leaves and blossom, summertime is almost here." 

So it is in God's good kingdom; be alert; God's reign is near! 

 

May we work for what you call for; may we labor for your reign. 

Families cry out at the border; children suffer grief and pain. 

May your church, committed, prayerful, work for justice in your name. 

 

Christ, you taught us: "Pay attention!" So we humbly serve and pray: 

May we gladly live your kingdom in a world that's gone astray. 

May the hope of God’s in-dwelling guide the things we do and say. 

 

Text: Copyright © 2018 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

 

Commissioning /Blessing  

 

Sung Blessing  “Hope Shines as a Solitary Star” MV 220 

Hope shines as a solitary star, 

faith is the inner light. 

You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 

and illumine the pathway home. 

 

Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

Science and technology provides us with some very precise measurements that can inform us about the 
timing of events or occurrences.  We know – to the second almost, that the season of winter, or the 
winter solstice, will occur at 4:48 pm on Wednesday, December 21st this year.  When rain is moving into 
our area, radar tracking can very accurately predict when it may start locally.   Many of us carry smart 
phones with the Google Maps application that can predict when we will arrive at a destination once we 
have asked for directions. 
  
I think we like having those certainties in our lives – it can be comforting to know exactly when we will 
arrive at an appointment or other location, or when the weather might change or the sun rise and set.  
We know that the way we read through the scriptures together in worship – called the Revised Common 
Lectionary – has a blueprint that we follow in a three year cycle that repeats and repeats.  We know we 
are entering a new year in our Liturgical Calendar today.  Even our Advent preparations and celebrations 
can be predictable – we know what time our services and other events will begin, and we make use 
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those times to make other plans for gatherings or errands. We even know there is regular routine to our 
Advent Sunday themes of hope, peace, joy and love.  There can be a sense of security, as sense that ‘all 
is well’ when there are predictable patterns in our lives and when we can rely upon some constants.   
  
Yet here is Jesus, in this reading from Matthew assigned to the first Sunday in Advent, telling us not to 
reply upon the predictable, not to get so used to the pattern of our days that we miss the arrival of 
God’s in-dwelling presence.  While we are more focused on preparing for our yearly celebration of the 
story of God enfleshed in a tiny child, with happy gatherings and images of wonder and delight, we are 
instead directed to hear words from Jesus who is nearing the end of his earthly ministry, speaking 
prophetically to those closest to him who are wondering how their own stories will unfold. 
  
No one knows when God will break into our world or into our lives, says Jesus - not the angels, not Jesus 
himself, only God knows – and we use that expression when there is uncertainty.  “God knows” when 
the pandemic will end, I’ve heard people say.  “God only knows” when inflation will ease, or war in 
Ukraine will end, or justice and inclusion will overcome systemic racism and hatred.  These examples 
seem to refer to a God that will step in and change everything without our participation in the work of 
peace making and justice bringing.  
  
Jesus refers to such a time in the story of God’s relationship with God’s people.  In the time of Noah, the 
people had become so distant from God, so unaware or perhaps uncaring of God’s presence and 
unwilling to follow God’s way that God sent a flood.  Most people didn’t notice a thing, as Jesus puts it, 
“they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away.”  God still works that way; God will 
come to us when we aren’t looking, when we don’t expect it, when we are simply distracted by living 
our lives.  God will come with an offer to change the world, even when we aren’t sure we’re ready to do 
the work that will bring those changes into being. 
  
Are we paying attention?  In this time of Advent preparation, when we are busy setting schedules and 
making plans, are we also prepared to see God in the “unexpected hour”? 
  
When Jesus speaks of the workers in the field and the women grinding grain, I am always reminded of 
those fishermen – of Peter and Andrew and the brothers James and John. Surely there were other 
fisher-folk on the shores of the Sea of Galilee the day they encountered Jesus. Yet it was these men who 
were ‘taken’ by Jesus, called to follow.  I’m certain that they did not leave their homes that day 
expecting to encounter the One who is God-with-us, I’m sure that they hadn’t planned to change their 
lives so drastically.  Yet there must have been something in them that allowed them to be open to that 
encounter, a readiness to see and respond to God’s presence.  
  
Are we awake to the possibility that we could find ourselves in the presence of the Divine at any time?  
Would we recognize Jesus in the face of someone asking us for bus fare in the mall parking lot?  Can we 
recognize that God is calling us to action and relationship when we are asked to give our time or our 
money or even our prayers?  Are we prepared for God to break in – like a thief in the night, not to rob 
us, but to give us love and hope, purpose and inspiration? 
  
We all do live with some uncertainty, even when we know an event is going to occur.  The planet 
Neptune was predicted to exist by Newton’s Theory of Relativity but it was decades after this scientific 
prediction that it was actually discovered by telescope in 1846 by astronomers who were prepared and 
watchful. When a baby is expected, unless there is some kind of intervention planned, the exact 
moment of the birth can’t be precisely predicted. If we become ill and are receiving treatment, we 
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cannot know the exact moment when we will be well again.  Even mundane tasks like a car repair or a 
delivery to our homes can’t always be counted on to happen when we would plan them to be.  In these 
instances, we are expectant and watchful, aware and prepared. 
  
This is Advent, and I think Jesus’ message to us through Matthew’s gospel today.  First, know and accept 
and be open to the certainty that God will come into our lives in some way – through those we meet, 
through the stories we hear, through our own intentional actions of prayer or contemplation or worship, 
or through our work to bring hope and justice to the world.  Second, at all times and especially in this 
Advent time, be aware and prepared, hopeful and watchful, prayerful and expectant, and ready to 
respond. 
  
May we support one another as we journey through Advent toward our celebration of God’s in-breaking 
love. May we look forward to those “unexpected hours” of God’s extraordinary presence, Jesus’ 
surprising teachings, and the Spirit’s lively company.   
 

 

 

 


