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Hybrid Worship for November 13, 2022 

Stewardship Sunday 

 

Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 

Centering Music:   “There is Room for all” MV 62 

There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing; 

there is room for all, sheltered in God’s love. 

And I rejoice and sing, “My refuge and my rock, in whom I trust.” 

There is room for all, there is room for all! 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One: Come, people of God – come and celebrate God’s gifts to us.  

All: We come with our gratitude, 

 we come trusting that God has work for us to do. 

One: Come, people of God - come and rekindle the flames of faith. 

All: We come with our worries and weariness, 

 we come trusting that God’s Spirit will enliven us. 

One: Come, people of God – come and explore what new thing God is doing through us!  

All: We come hopefully, with minds and hearts open, 

 we come knowing that God can create something new in us. 

One: Come, people of God – to sing praises, to uncover new paths, 

 to be nourished by God’s word in and through this community, 

 and to pray: 

All:  Holy and gracious God, 

we gather as seekers, lovers, disciples, and friends. 

We gather to give you thanks for the blessings of our lives 

and to replenish and refuel our spirits for the road ahead. 

We gather to learn the wisdom of your way and feel the warmth of your love. 

Bless our gathering as we join our hearts and minds together in worship. Amen.  

 

Opening Hymn:  “Today We All Are Called To Be Disciples” VU 507 Verses 1 and 4 

Today we are all called to be 

disciples of the Lord, 

to help to set the captives free, 
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make plow-share out of sword, 

to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, 

make love and peace our fast, 

to serve the poor and homeless first, 

our ease and comfort last. 

 

May we in service to our God 

act out the living word, 

and walk the road the saints have trod 

till all have seen and heard. 

As stewards of the earth may we 

give thanks in one accord 

to God who calls us all to be 

disciples of the Lord. 

 

Prayer for Reflection and Revelation  Our Mission Statement, 2014 

One: Holy Source of Love, today we reflect on the work you call us  

to do as church, as that living and vibrant expression  

of your way of justice, love and compassion. 

Help us to continue to name our purpose and mission, 

knowing that you are always creating and re-creating and 

calling us to be co-creators with you. 

 Be with us as we renew our commitment to our work 

 as your people in this community and family of faith. 

 Hear our intentions, God, as we work together to be your church: 

All: Applewood United Church takes its inspiration from the life of Jesus.  

As an open, welcoming, compassionate community, we are inclusive and respect diverse 

understandings of God. We recognize our need for spiritual nourishment. 

We are intentional in our inclusiveness. 

We welcome unconditionally people of all ages, races, genders, gender identities, sexual 

orientations, abilities, ethnic origins and economic circumstances. 

We will build on our strengths and add new ones, seeking to be a more effective church. 

We will inspire people to “Go out and make a difference in the world!”  

As a result of these efforts, we will grow as people and as a faith community. 

One: Bless all our work together, Abiding God, as we build, create,  

 and share our faith lives together in this place.  Amen 

 

Sung Response:  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” VU 400 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Send us love, send us power, send us grace! 
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Scripture Readings:  

Isaiah 65:17-25 

For I am about to create new heavens 

   and a new earth; 

the former things shall not be remembered 

   or come to mind. 

But be glad and rejoice for ever 

   in what I am creating; 

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 

   and its people as a delight. 

I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 

   and delight in my people; 

no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

   or the cry of distress. 

No more shall there be in it 

   an infant that lives but a few days, 

   or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 

for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 

   and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 

They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

   they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

They shall not build and another inhabit; 

   they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

   and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

They shall not labour in vain, 

   or bear children for calamity; 

for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 

   and their descendants as well. 

Before they call I will answer, 

   while they are yet speaking I will hear. 

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 

   the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 

   but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 

They shall not hurt or destroy 

   on all my holy mountain, 

says the Lord. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who 

are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves 

know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat 
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anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labour we worked night and day, so that we 

might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an 

example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to 

work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any 

work. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to 

earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

 

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir:   Stand By Me  

 

Reflection:  Our mission, should we choose to accept it …. 

 

Hymn: “We Have This Ministry” VU 510 

We have this ministry and we are not discouraged;  

it is by God’s own power that we may live and serve.  

Openly we share God’s word,  

speaking truth as we believe, 

 praying that the shadowed world may healing light receive.  

We have this ministry, O God, receive our living.  

 

O Christ, the tree of life, our end and our beginning,  

we grow to fullest flower when rooted in your love.  

Brothers, sisters, clergy, lay,  

called to service by your grace,  

different cultures, different gifts, 

 the young and old a place.  

We have this ministry, O God, receive our giving.  

 

The yoke of Christ is ours, the whole world is our parish;  

we daily take the cross, the burden and the joy.  

Bearing hurts of those we serve,  

wounded, bruised and bowed with pain,  

Holy Spirit, bread and wine, we die and rise again.  

We have this ministry, O God, receive our loving. 

 

Stewardship Campaign 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

One: God’s blessings are all around us. For all that we have and for all that we are, we give God 

thanks and praise. We are now given an opportunity to be blessing to others. Through our PAR 
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commitments, through our money, and through our time and talents, we now return to God, so 

that we might be a part of God’s love and God’s mission. Our offering will now be received. 

Gift of Music:   "To Love More Truly" 

  

Hymn of Dedication:     “Your Work, O God” VU 537 

Your work, O God needs many hands to help you everywhere,  

and some there are that cannot serve unless our gifts we share. 

Because we love you and your work, our offering now we make,  

be pleased to use it as your own, we ask for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Offering Prayer: 

All: Gracious God, we pray that our offering this morning will multiply our blessings so that our 

neighbours next door and across the globe might be nourished in body, mind, and spirit. We 

pray that your reign of love and justice be made tangible and visible and that no one be left 

out of your banquet of love. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

One: Holy One, we bring our thanks today: 

 thanks for this community of faith, 

 thanks for the energy, faith and vision we share, 

 thanks for your inspiring and renewing Spirit. 

All: We are grateful for the work you call us to do, 

for the opportunities we have to grow and to be nurtured in faith, 

for the resources that help us to live out our faith in this place. 

One: Loving God, please help us to remember that this church is your church.  

Help us to discern this church’s mission with care, and  

live faithfully into the mission of the Church universal. 

All: We offer our prayers for all those who seek to bring your 

 new creation of hope, justice and love into the world, and into our churches: 

 thinkers and planners, leaders and volunteers, 

 those who study, those who dream, 

 those whose faith journey is just beginning,  

and those who have traveled your paths for many years.   

One: Gracious God, please touch our hearts that we might love the world as you do. 

Help us to steward resources faithfully, live generously, and serve others cheerfully. 

All: We lift our prayers for those who most need our generosity and our service right now: 

 those who are dealing with illnesses of body, mind or spirit, 

 those who are living without secure housing, or employment, 

 those who have been made to feel alone or unwelcome in our churches, 

 those who struggle to find hope for tomorrow. 
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One: Spirit of God, we take a moment now to remember aloud or in silence those we know and love 

who are suffering or celebrating in some way…. 

God, in your love and great mercy, receive the prayers of all our hearts today.  

Hear us as we share the prayer that Jesus taught us:   

 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 959  

 

Closing Hymn:    “Christ Has no Body Now but Yours” MV 171 

Refrain:  Christ has no body now but yours, no hands, but yours. 

Here on this earth yours is the work, 

to serve with the joy of compassion. 

 

No hands but yours to heal the wounded world, 

no hands but yours to soothe all its suffering, 

no touch but yours to bind the broken hope  

of the people of God. 

 

Refrain: 

 

No eyes but yours to see as Christ would see, 

to find the lost, to gaze with compassion; 

no eyes but yours to glimpse the holy joy  

of the city of God. 

 

Refrain: 

 

No feet but yours to journey with the poor, 

 to walk this world with mercy and justice. 

Yours are the steps to build a lasting peace  

for the children of God. 

 

Refrain: 

 

Through every gift, give back to those in need: 

as Christ has blessed, so now be his blessing, 

with every gift a benediction be  

to the people of God. 

 

Refrain: 

 

Commissioning /Blessing  
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Sung Amen  VU972 

 

Rev. Joanne's Reflection: 

A number of decades ago, my family watched the popular television show called “Mission: Impossible” 
which has now become a successful movie franchise.  They are stories of espionage and daring exploits, 
and each adventure would begin with the line, “Your mission, should you choose to accept it …” Of 
course each mission did indeed seem impossible, but the protagonists always seemed to accomplish 
their tasks in the end, regardless of the difficulty or improbability of what was asked. 

The stories of faith and mission that we share in our biblical tradition are perhaps not as exciting as 
those TV programs and movies, but in many cases they may have seemed just as unattainable, and they 
were often just as dangerous.  The apostles who travelled to share the Good News about Jesus met with 
imprisonment and according to many traditions, execution.  Prophets whose mission was to bring God’s 
truth to the world like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Micah and Amos were all reportedly executed by the 
powerful. 

Sometimes, it can feel to us like God is sending us on impossible missions to continue our communities, 
to share the gospel, and to bring hope, compassion, justice and peace to our world.  Yet just like those 
fictional characters who always seem to accomplish their given tasks, we too can attain what seems 
unfeasible.  We still read and learn from those prophets, we are still inspired by the life of Jesus, we still 
gather and worship and share our faith some two-thousand years after Jesus lived and taught and died 
and rose. 

Isaiah seems to speak the impossible when he tells that when God recreates heaven and earth, one 
hundred year olds will be considered youngsters, and carnivorous animals will no longer eat meat.  With 
God, the world can be turned on its head – a rural rabbi can become the source of hope and salvation, a 
young unwed mother can bear the essence of God to the world, a small group of Jesus’ followers can 
spread a message of love and compassion to the world. A mid-size urban congregation can decide to 
become radically welcome to all despite the challenges that stance can bring, and that same faith family 
can choose to live a God-centered and inspired life together, facing what seems like impossible tasks. 

It’s about our mission – impossible or not – to live out what we deeply value, and what we hold in 
common.  It is making decisions together that look forward into God’s new creation.  Our recent survey 
gave us a glimpse into what this community values: worship, justice, caring for others, growing and 
living in faith.  Those values, and that mission, echo what Jesus taught us about what we are to do in the 
world – love God, spread the Good News, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and especially love each 
other whether you are strangers, neighbours or enemies.   

You might wonder, “But this is Stewardship Sunday, not mission Sunday – when is the minister going to 
ask for money?”  I would point us to Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians as answer.  Paul was clearly 
writing to a communal Christian family, one who shared everything they had, shared their work and 
their lives, their food and likely whatever money they had.  It was important for everyone to do their 
part – just as it is today in our church family.  What we give supports what we are able to do, and what 
we are trying to do can inspire us to give.  We all have a part to play – through the money we share and 
the time we share, through the values we share and act upon, and even the hopes, dreams, worries and 
concerns that we bring forward in this faith community. 

As I read this snippet from Paul’s letter, I was reminded that just a few weeks ago, our Coffee Time 
hosting board was almost empty. I wouldn’t, as Paul suggests, blame this on ‘idleness’, but certainly 
those unwilling to make coffee likely weren’t going to get to drink any, either! It took very little time for 
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members of this community to decide that this time of connecting was important, and to fill that board 
with names for several weeks.  A task that some thought would be impossible, but it became a mission 
accomplished!   

“Siblings, do not be weary in doing what is right,” writes Paul – because what might seem mundane to 
us - serving a coffee, attending worship, meeting in a committee, filling out a pledge form - are all part 
of living out our mission as God’s people in God’s church, and living into God’s new creation.  Those 
actions lead us into ‘doing right’, and doing right is not an impossible mission, but perhaps one that we 
can all accept.  Doing right by making sure that we are offering what people need, whether that is a safe 
community in which to worship or sense of God’s presence and purpose for us.  Doing right by sharing 
what we have so that some hungry ones are fed, some naked ones are clothed.  We’ll know that we 
have, in part, accomplished our mission when people outside our faith community seek us out, because 
maybe there is something here that they want to be part of. 
  
Our mission, should we choose to accept it, is to live out our faith lives in community – worshiping God, 
seeking justice, learning and growing in our faith and making a difference in the world.  It’s not an 
impossible mission, but it will take our energy, focus, and all our resources.  It will take a commitment, 
but it is not a mission we take on alone!  God is with us, Spirit surrounds us, and Jesus leads us through 
the impossible to the possible, from the unlikely to the sure thing, from hopelessness to hopefulness as 
we share our lives together.  Thanks be to God! 
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