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Hybrid Worship for October 23, 2022  

 

Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 

Centering Music:   “Be Still and Know”  MV 77 

Be still and know that I am God, 

be still and know that I am God, 

be still and know that I am God. 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One: Here we are invited to celebrate the presence of God. 

All: In words and images, in song and prayer,  

we are reminded that we are God’s people. 

One: In this time, we are encouraged to be ourselves, 

 acknowledging our short-comings, allowing forgiveness. 

All: Here we can be free to name our weaknesses and failings, 

 knowing we are accepted and loved. 

One: In this space, we share the work of becoming the people  

 God calls us to be. 

All: In this space – on line or in person, we share our burdens 

 and build a strong family of faith. 

One: Let’s pray together  

All:  Loving God, 

 you call us together today,  

just as you have called your people to gather throughout time. 

You sent Jesus to be with us,  

to teach us and lead us and bring us closer to you.   

You sent your Spirit to accompany us,  

to guide us and encourage us and help us to live your way. 

Send us also the courage to be humble, 

the desire to seek you in prayer, 

and the wisdom to know ourselves more fully. 

We pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen 
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Opening Hymn:  “God of the Bible”  MV 28 

God of the Bible, God in the Gospel, 

hope seen in Jesus, hope yet to come, 

your are our centre, daylight or darkness, 

freedom or prison, you are our home. 

 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful you do not change. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful, you do not change. 

 

God in our struggles, God in our hunger, 

suffering with us, taking our part, 

still you empow'r us, mothering Spirit, 

feeding, sustaining, from your own heart. 

 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful you do not change. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful, you do not change. 

 

Those without status, those you are nothing, 

you have made royal, gifted with rights, 

chosen as partners, midwives of justice, 

birthing new systems, lighting new lights. 

 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful you do not change. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful, you do not change. 

 

Not by your finger, not by your anger 

will our world order change in a day, 

but by your people, fearless and faithful, 

small paper lanterns, lighting the way. 

 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful you do not change. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful, you do not change. 

 

Hope we must carry, shining and certain 

through all our turmoil, terror and loss, 

bonding us gladly one to the other, 
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till our world changes facing the Cross. 

 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful you do not change. 

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise, 

God always faithful, you do not change. 

 

Prayer for Reflection and Revelation  A Prayer of Confession from Prayers for all Seasons Year C 

One: There are times, O God, when our prayers come from our hearts, 

 when we honestly and openly come before you in prayer. 

Two: And there are times, O God, when our prayers do not come from our hearts, 

 when we try to hide the truth of who we are. 

 At those times, 

All: forgive us, God of mercy. 

One: There are times when we open our hearts to listen to your guidance, 

Two: and there are times when we close our hearts, believing we have all the answers. 

 At those times, 

All: forgive us, God of mercy. 

One: There are times when we approach you in humility, 

Two: and there are times when we come before you in judgement of others. 

 At those times, 

All: forgive us, God of mercy. 

One: Hear us now, O God, 

 as we offer you the confession of our hearts … 

 At this time, 

All: forgive us, God of mercy. 

One: No matter where we are, God is there.  

No matter what we have done, God forgives. 

No matter our reluctance to accept God, God has accepted us. 

With that assurance, receive forgiveness,  

and live in fullness and in hope.  Amen 

 

Sung Response:    “How Deep the Peace” MV 95 

How deep the peace, the confidence, 

of those whose wrongs are forgiven. 

How deep the peace, the confidence, 

of those whose hearts are healed. 

 

Scripture Readings: 

Psalm 65 

 Praise is due to you, 

   O God, in Zion; 
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and to you shall vows be performed, 

   O you who answer prayer! 

To you all flesh shall come. 

When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, 

   you forgive our transgressions. 

Happy are those whom you choose and bring near 

   to live in your courts. 

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 

   your holy temple. 

 

By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 

   O God of our salvation; 

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 

   and of the farthest seas. 

By your strength you established the mountains; 

   you are girded with might. 

You silence the roaring of the seas, 

   the roaring of their waves, 

   the tumult of the peoples. 

Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 

you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 

 

You visit the earth and water it, 

   you greatly enrich it; 

the river of God is full of water; 

   you provide the people with grain, 

   for so you have prepared it. 

You water its furrows abundantly, 

   settling its ridges, 

softening it with showers, 

   and blessing its growth. 

You crown the year with your bounty; 

   your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 

The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 

   the hills gird themselves with joy, 

the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 

   the valleys deck themselves with grain, 

   they shout and sing together for joy. 

  

Luke 18:9-14 

0He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded 

others with contempt: ‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax-
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collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, “God, I thank you that I am not like other 

people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all 

my income.” But the tax-collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating 

his breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” I tell you, this man went down to his home 

justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 

themselves will be exalted.’ 

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir:   “Here I am to Worship” 

 

Reflection:  Me, a sinner 

 

Hymn: “When We Are Tested”  MV 65 (Tune SLANE VU 642) 

When we are tested and wrestle alone, 

famished for bread when the world offers stone, 

nourish us, God, by your word and your way,  

food that sustains us by night and by day. 

 

When in the desert we cry for relief, 

pleading for paths marked by certain belief, 

lift us to love you beyond sign and test, 

trusting your presence, our only true rest. 

 

When we are tempted to barter our souls, 

trading the truth for the pow'r to control, 

teach us to worship and praise only you, 

seeking your will in the work that we do. 

 

When we have struggled and searched through the night, 

sorting and sifting the wrong from the right, 

Saviour, surround us with circles of care, 

angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer. 

 

Introduction to the Offering 

As we set aside time in our worship to think about what we give, 

we remember God’s generous gifts to us. 

As Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely give.”  

 

Gift of Music:   
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 Hymn of Dedication: “Behold, Behold”  MV 115 

Behold, (behold,) behold (behold,) I make all things new, 

beginning with you and starting from today. 

Behold, (behold,) behold (behold,) I make all things new, 

my promise is true, for I am Christ the way. 

 

Offering Prayer: 

 All: In the name and in the spirit of Jesus,  

we bring our gifts to you, O God. 

Help us to give with them 

a ready mind,  

a willing spirit,  

and a joyful heart.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

One:      Gracious and forgiving God, 
                we bring our thanks today for the blessing of life, 
                and the rich community we share. 
                We delight in the sights, sounds, and smells of your creation, 
                especially in this harvest time: 
Two:      The bright orange of ripening pumpkins, the blazing reds of sumacs and maples, 
                the earthy fragrance of fallen leaves, the sounds of migrating birds. 
One:      We thank you, Holy One, for family and friends, and all those 
                who support us as we journey in faith and in life: 
Two:      Farmers and harvesters, scientists and health care providers, 
                teachers and researchers, community leaders and first responders 
One:      We pray, God, that we can come to know humility, so that we can truly serve 
                others, and truly know your way.  Save us from pride that stops us from 
                seeing the face of Christ in those we meet, pride that stops us from taking risks 
                as a church, pride that gets in the way of change and transformation. 
Two:      We pray, God, for hearts that will remain steadfastly open to your love. 
                We pray for those who feel distant from you today, God, and for those with 
                challenges to their health and well-being, including those who are experiencing 
                poverty, job insecurity or homelessness.               
One:      We pray for those who have so often been judged harshly and unjustly by society, 
                remembering especially our Indigenous siblings, people of colour, members of the 
                2SLGBTQ+ community and anyone who seems different or differently abled. 
Two:      Give us the courage to be humble in our prayers for others and in our service 
                to the wounded ones of this world. 
One:      We pray together – in words and music, 
                as Jesus taught us 
   

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 959 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done 
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on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil 

for the kingdom, the power and glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

  

Closing Hymn:    “Let Us With a Gladsome Mind” VU 234 

Let us with a gladsome mind 

praise our God, forever kind; 

whose great mercies still endure, 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

God, with all commanding might, 

filled the new made world with light; 

for God's mercies still endure, 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

God has with a gracious eye 

looked upon our misery; 

for God's mercies still endure,   

ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

All things living God does feed, 

with full measure meets their need; 

for God's mercies still endure,   

ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

Let us then with gladsome mind, 

praise our God, forever kind; 

whose great mercies still endure, 

ever faithful, ever sure.  

 

Commissioning /Blessing  

 

Sung Amen 
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Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

Me, a sinner.  
It is a simple phrase, in what seems like a simple parable.  It is stated as a fact, a declaration. And it is a 
statement I can relate to – not celebrate, of course, but acknowledge that this reality it is part of who I 
am myself – me, a sinner. 
  
We meet two characters in the parable that Jesus shares in this week’s passage from Luke, which is not 
found in any of the other gospels.  Both of them are sinners, one who acknowledges his sinfulness, one 
who doesn’t seem to see it.  One who is forgiven, and one who is not.  It does appear to be an 
uncomplicated teaching story – we immediately recognize the stereotypical religious leader in the 
Pharisee, and the typical outcast and disparaged tax collector working in collusion with the Roman 
oppressors. We remember that the Pharisees are often cast as the ‘bad guys’ in the gospels, and the tax 
collector represents those on the margins, those that others would not include or respect. 
  
We see that the so-called faithful one is full or pride and arrogance, and that the one who would be 
judged as sinful is actually the humble one.  We get this one, Jesus – be like the unassuming tax 
collector, not the proud Pharisee.  Don’t judge other people, attend to your own sinfulness.  Don’t be 
proud or arrogant, be humble.  It seems simple, but I think this parable is far from straightforward for 
us, because it s teaches us to recognize our own sinfulness, and at the same time tells us not to judge 
the proud one, or we are acting just like him. 
  
Me, a sinner. 
  
We don’t much like that word, sin – and especially the noun sinner.  In fact we often avoid it in the more 
progressive church, and its use is sometimes a reason that some feel like pulling away from organized 
religion.  The words sin, sinfulness, sinner, are perhaps reminiscent of feeling shamed, or judged, being 
given a list of ‘dos and don’ts’ that may or may not have anything to do with living a God-filled and 
Christ-centered life.  Being called a sinner can seem like an insult, a condemnation rather than 
recognition of a condition that we all share.  Too often in churches the label ‘sinner’ has been used to 
separate and exclude, to impose rules or codes of behaviour, rather than draw us together in humility.  
  
Sometimes we don’t trust that word, because we have seen it used to further political or social agendas 
that do not match our own.  If we do not agree, we are labeled, and in some instances if we act against 
proscribed rules we become outcasts.  Divorced people have been labeled as sinners, 2SLGBTQ+ 
individuals have been told that they are so sinful that they are not welcome in faith communities, 
women seeking abortion rights and those that support them have also been ‘branded’ as sinners.  When 
this word is used to control, to manipulate, to bring shame and judgement, I think it loses all connection 
to faithful living. 
  
Me, a sinner- it is a personal declaration, an intimate moment of humility between Creator and created, 
an opening of heart and self to the Divine One who knows us so intimately.  It is not the job of religious 
leaders to label us, or communities to judge us.  It is an assertion that we can all make, but that we each 
must make for ourselves in order for it to have real meaning, and the opportunity for that confession to 
be transformative – to lead us into humility and change. 
  
Just what IS sin, anyway?  When I began my studies in theology, one of the required resources that 
would accompany me through the years was a book called “Essential Theological Terms” and it defines 
sin as “A barrier that separates humans from God, standing between what we are and what we are 
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intended to be.” Attitudes, actions, feelings, prejudices could all be a source of those barriers between 
us and God.  Writer and minister Debie Thomas describes sin as “apathy.  Care-less-ness.  A frightened 
resistance to an engaged life.  Sin is the opposite of creativity, the opposite of abundance, the opposite 
of coherence, the opposite of flourishing.” Sin not only separates us from God, but can separate us from 
humanity – even our own humanity, and from creation.  Sin hurts us, and may hurt those around us.  
  
How do we lift ourselves from sin?  How do we escape it?  How do we change our statement from ‘me, a 
sinner’, to ‘me, a non-sinner’?  We don’t – we can’t.  We cannot simply give up sin, like a dieter who 
gives up sweets, or a driver who stops speeding.  We will still say the wrong thing from time to time, or 
have an uncharitable thought, we will forget how privileged we are, we will forget that what we have – 
even as simple as a cup of Tim Horton’s coffee – may have cost someone else a great deal.  We will still 
shorten, or try to box in, or sometimes even deny, our relationship with God.  The tax collector in Jesus’ 
parable doesn’t say he will not sin anymore, he doesn’t even list his transgressions or name his wrong-
doings, but he does go away forgiven.  When it comes to sin, it is God that does the heavy lifting, it is 
God that offers us unearned grace and forgiveness.  
  
All we need to be open to the healing of forgiveness, and its transformative effects, is to truly 
acknowledge that we don’t always get it right.  Humbly, honestly, in conversation with God that may be 
as simple as saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” How do we get to humility, then? I love this idea 
from a Christian Education resource for children – “humility is believing what God says about you over 
anyone else's opinion, including your own.” We are indeed God’s beloved, we are a forgiven people, a 
people with potential, given the resources and the potential for wisdom to ‘get things right’.  We are 
sometimes fragile, beating our breasts at the edges of community, we are sometimes sinful, and loved 
anyway.  
  
Me, a sinner.  I cannot overlook the fact that the one who is proud and arrogant and declaring their 
‘good behaviour’ and observance of the religious ‘rules’ is also a leader in the faith community, someone 
who filled a role similar to my own vocation.  This parable reminds me that all my proper observances 
do not necessarily bring me closer to God, do not always break down the barriers that separate me from 
truly receiving God’s gift of grace and love.  Like all of God’s people, I need to listen to God’s call to 
name the truth, to dig deeply into my own life to uncover those instances where I am less than what 
God intends for me to be – and be open to receiving forgiveness, so that I can be transformed by that 
gift. 
  
Jesus doesn’t tell us what happens to either of these characters in his parable, we don’t know if the 
forgiven one has a changed life.  We don’t know if the religious leader ever comes to be more self-aware 
or more humble.  I do believe though, that living as a forgiven one can spur us into action, that 
acknowledging both our sin and our gift of grace can move us to work that helps to undo wrongs, can 
move us to forgive others – and ourselves – that can inspire us to continue to bring justice and ‘right 
relationships’ to our communities and to the world.  
  
Me, a sinner.  Me, a forgiven one. Me, open to transforming love. 
  
Will you declare the same?  
 


