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Hybrid Worship for October 16, 2022  

 

Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 

Centering Music:   “Open Our Hearts”  MV 21 

Open our hearts, open our minds. 

Open our lives to you O loving God. 

Open our hearts, open our minds. 

Open our lives to you O loving God. 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One: Come to worship God, who writes love and law in our hearts. 

All: We gather as God’s people, seeking to have open hearts. 

One: Come to worship God, who persistently calls to us. 

All: We arrive in worship, ready and willing to find God’s presence.  

One: Come to worship God, who unendingly welcomes and forgives. 

All: We are here together – grateful for community and for grace. 

One: Come to worship God, with hearts and minds and voices! 

All:  We come to worship God with all we have. 

One: Let’s pray together – 

All: Holy and Loving God, 

 you show us your persistent love in the smile of a stranger, 

 in the brilliant colours of this fall season, 

 in the warmth we feel as we gather in person or on ZOOM today. 

 Help us to know your just and caring ways,  

 support us as we seek to pray persistently  

and never give up on your path of love. 

We pray with hope and with gratitude in Jesus’ name. 

Amen 
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Opening Hymn:   “Come, Let Us Sing”  VU 222 

Come, let us sing to the Lord our song, 

we have stood silently too long; 

surely the Lord deserves our praise, 

so joyfully thank God for our days. 

 

O thirsty soul, come drink at the well; 

God's living waters will never fail. 

Surely the Lord will help you to stand, 

strengthened and comforted by God's hand. 

 

You dwell among us and cause us to pray, 

and walk with each other following your way; 

our precious brothers and sisters will grow 

in the fulfilling love they know. 

 

Deserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing 

to the desire of all living things. 

Come, all you creatures, high and low, 

let your praises endlessly flow. 

 

Prayer for Reflection and Revelation     “Praise to the Shaper of Hearts” by Joyce Rupp 
Praise to the One whose love 
stirs the ancient embers 
sparks the breath of prayer 
 
Praise to the One whose love 
entices the wandering 
beckons the confused 
  
Praise to the One whose love 
grows wings on the weary 
dreams hope in the discouraged 
  
Praise to the One whose love 
dips deeply into diversity 
pours forth boundless beauty 
  
Praise to the One whose love 
soothes with the ointment of mercy 
transforms with the touch of compassion 
  
Praise to the One whose love 
threads the energy of friendship 
stitches the strength of fidelity 
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Praise to the One whose love 
tickles the soul with laughter 
urges the heart toward joy 
  
Praise to the one whose love 
embraces the untamed 
dances with the passionate 
  
All praise to this Gracious One 
All gratitude to this Beloved 
All love to this Mentor of Friendship 
All devotion to this Shaper of Hearts. 
   
Sung Response:   "Come and Fill Our Hearts” MV 16 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

You alone, O God, are holy. 

 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, 

alleluia! 

 

Scripture Readings:  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 The Inclusive Bible 

Behold the days are coming, says YHWH, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by 

the hand to bring them up out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

spouse, says YHWH. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 

says YHWH: I will put my Law in their minds, and I will write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and 

they will be my people. No longer will they teach one another, or remind one another to listen to YHWH. 

All of them, high and low alike, will listen to me, says YHWH, for I will forgive their misdeeds, and 

remember their sin no more. 

 

Luke 18:1-8 The Inclusive Bible 

Jesus told the disciples a parable on the necessity of praying always and not losing heart.  “Once there 

was a judge in a certain city who feared no one – not even God.  A woman in that city who had been 

widowed kept coming to the judge and saying, ‘Give me legal protection from my opponent.’ For a time 

the judge refused, but finally the judge thought, ‘I care little for God or people, but this woman won’t 

leave me alone. I’d better give her the protection she seeks, or she’ll keep coming and wear me out!’” 

 Jesus said, “Listen to what this corrupt judge is saying. Won’t God then do justice to the chosen who call 

out day and night? Will God delay long over them? I tell you, God will give them swift justice.  But when 

the Promised One comes, will faith be found anywhere on earth?” 

  

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Choir:   “This Little Light of Mine” 

 

Reflection:  Having a heart for God 

 

Hymn: “Spirit, Open My Heart” MV 79 

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
Spirit, open my heart. 
 
God,  replace my stony heart 
with a heart that's kind and tender. 
All my coldness and fear 
to your grace I now surrender. 
 
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
Spirit, open my heart. 
 
Write your love upon my heart 
as my law, my goal, my story. 
In each thought, word, and deed, 
may my living bring you glory.   
 
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
Spirit, open my heart. 
 
May I weep with those who weep, 
share the joy of sister, brother. 
In the welcome of Christ, 
may we welcome one another.   
 
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 
Spirit, open my heart. 
 

Introduction to the Offering 

  

Gift of Music:  "You've Searched Me God, You Know Me"  

  

 Hymn of Dedication: “Behold, Behold”  MV 115 

Behold, (behold,) behold (behold,) I make all things new, 

beginning with you and starting from today. 

Behold, (behold,) behold (behold,) I make all things new, 

my promise is true, for I am Christ the way. 
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Offering Prayer: 

All: Hearts and minds, hands and voices –  

 these are what we can use to offer gratitude, God. 

 Time and skill, money and experience –  

 these are what we can share to bring your inclusive, 

 radical, and justice-loving peace to the world. 

 Bless all that we offer, Holy One, and help us to be 

 your people in all that we do.  Amen 

 

Prayers of the People 

One: Caring God, we thank you for your gifts in creation: 

for our world, 

All: the heavens tell of your glory; 

One: for our land, its beauty and its resources, 

All: for the rich diversity we enjoy. 

One: We pray for those who make decisions about the resources of the earth, 

All: that we may use your gifts responsibly; 

One: for those who work on the land and sea, in city and in industry, 

All: that all may enjoy the fruits of their labours  

and marvel at your creation; 

One: for artists, scientists, and visionaries, 

All: that through their work we may see creation afresh. 

 

One: We thank you for giving us life;  

All: for all those people who enrich our experience. 

One: We pray for all who are deprived of fullness of life; 

All: for prisoners, refugees, those differently able,  

those on the margins, and all who are sick; 

One: for those in politics, medical science, social and relief work, 

and for your Church; 

All: for all who seek to bring life to others. 

 

One: We thank you that you have called us to celebrate your creation. 

All: Give us reverence for life in your world. 

One: We thank you for your redeeming love; 

All: may your Living Word be written on our hearts, 

strengthening  us to love as you love us. 

 

One: God, our Creator, bring us new life. 

All: Jesus, Redeemer, renew us. 

One: Holy Spirit, strengthen and guide us. 
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 Loving God, hear us as we sing and pray with one voice - 

   

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 959 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name. 

Your Kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil, 

for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.   

 

Closing Hymn:    “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky” VU 509 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain, 

I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send?   

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 
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I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame, 

I will set a feast for them; my hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send?   

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

Commissioning /Blessing  

 

Sung Amen VU  974 

 

Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

It is hard not to notice, these days, the prevalence and popularity of tattoos.  People of all ages and 
stages have chosen this form of wearable art, sometimes to mark a significant event or accomplishment, 
sometimes simply as a form of adornment.  While we may tend to think that tattooing is a relatively 
recent phenomenon, Dr. David Lane, an assistant professor at Illinois State University and an expert in 
the field, estimates that tattooing has existed for at least 5000 years. Whether you are a fan of this art 
form, or feel uncomfortable with it, there are a few facts that we all probably know.  Tattoos are 
basically permanent, tattoos change their wearers physically and sometimes emotionally, and to get a 
tattoo you must spend time with the artist.  
  
When I read the familiar Jeremiah passage for this week’s service, and God’s declaration that love and 
law would be written on our hearts, it was the image of the tattoo that came to my mind.  God is the 
artist, skillfully marking us as God’s own with etchings that reach into our very beings, changing us and 
permanently claiming us.  God is the patient inscriber, seeking the intimacy that is shared between 
creator and created – reminiscent of Isaiah 64:8 “Yet you are our mother and father, YHWH; we are the 
clay and you are the potter, we are all the work of your hands.” 
  
I think it is both comforting and inspiring that God is represented as desiring an intimate relationship 
with each one of us, writing Law and love permanently into our physical selves. For the Hebrew people 
in exile who first heard Jeremiah’s message, these words were meant to bring hope and comfort, as well 
as a radical shift in thinking about relationship with God, whose presence was primarily tied to the now-
destroyed temple in Jerusalem.  God knows us each intimately, claims us, marks us, accepts us, and 
forgives us.  God declares that in our physical bodies – not a temple, a place of worship or any location - 
we can carry, proclaim and live out God’s way of love and justice.  God is with us, wherever we are. 
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Jesus, teaching and sharing with his disciples, and teaching us even today, knows the reality of trying to 
carry both a relationship with God and a commitment to following God’s way in our hearts.  He speaks 
plainly to them, and to us, that we should persist in prayer – in that close and personal conversation 
with God, and that we should not lose heart, not give up in our pursuit of God’s justice in the world. 
Jesus knows that the world is not always fair; he knows that we will encounter those who are indifferent 
to God and uncaring of God’s people. How do we respond?  How do we have a heart for God?  
  
We pray – unceasingly – with words of thanks, with words that describe our worries and concerns.  We 
open ourselves to that relationship with God that allows us to be transformed – marked by the Creator, 
as we share our lives with God through our prayers.  We keep hope alive, even when we feel we are not 
heard, we keep working for justice, even when no change seems to come.  We trust that God will bring 
us what we need, even though it may not be on our schedule or time line.  
  
We know that life can be challenging, we know that there are times when we can feel quite distant from 
God, just like the Hebrew people did when they were in Babylon.  We also know that God does not 
always give us exactly what we ask for in our prayers, that despair does not immediately become joy, 
that healing does not always come to those for whom we pray and that peace does not descend on 
warring nations just because we ask for it.  
Jesus knew that too, and he would have understood the weightiness of his message of persistence and 
not losing heart, particularly as he journeyed toward the cross.  Perhaps that is why he chose a very silly 
story to illustrate the need for prayer and persistence – to indeed help his listeners to keep heart.  The 
characters in this parable would have been easily recognized stereotypes to the disciples – the unjust 
and self-serving judge, the noisy and unrelenting widow.  I’m sure that James and John, Simon and 
Andrew and the others were slapping their knees in delight at this parable, laughing as they imagined 
the widow chasing down the judge until she finally wears him out and gets what she needs. 
  
Of course we recognize – even without Jesus’ explanation – that God is not like the unjust judge, and 
we, even in our persistence, are not really like the widow.  Our prayers and petitions do not wear God 
down, but are part of an ongoing relationship of care, compassion and love.  Our cries for justice in the 
world will be heard, and God will bring that justice, even if it is through our own inspired work and 
actions in God’s name. 
  
Having a heart for God, open to intimate relationship with the Holy One, willing to share our burdens, 
joys, thanks and actions,  ready to be marked by our Creator, we journey forward in hope.  We go on 
knowing that God accompanies us, Jesus steadies us, and the Spirit is always ready to move us.  We 
continue with God’s way written on our hearts, and God’s claim to be our God, and we to be God’s 
people, echoing in our hearts and minds. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


