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ZOOM Worship for October 9, 2022  

Thanksgiving Sunday 
 
Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 
Centering Music:   “And On This Path”  MV 8 

And on this path, the gates of holiness are open wide, 

and on this path, the gates of holiness are open wide, 

and on this path, the gates of holiness are open wide! 

 

Open wide!  Open wide!  Open wide! 

The gates are open wide! 

 

So enter in, the gates of holiness are open wide, 

so enter in, the gates of holiness are open wide, 

so enter in, the gates of holiness are open wide, 

 

Open wide!  Open wide!  Open wide! 

The gates are open wide! 

 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One:  The flaming leaves of autumn  

are like the fire of God’s spirit. 

All: The bounty of the fields 

is like the fullness of God’s love. 

One: We are called to share  

the blessings of this land with the world. 

All: We are called to share our abundant gifts 

 to bring justice and compassion to all God’s creation. 

One: With thankful hearts we come to worship. 

All: With grateful spirits we celebrate this day. 

One: Let us pray with one voice: 

All: Creator God,  

we come to celebrate the beauty and bounty  

of your good earth: 
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glorious blue skies and blazing fall colours; 

fields ripe for harvest; 

gardens overflowing with goodness. 

Warmth in our homes and our hearts, 

diverse community that supports us. 

Give us thankful hearts, God of all. 

Send your Spirit to guide our prayers  

and inspire our lives to overflow with gratitude. 

In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

   

Opening Hymn:  “Make a Joyful Noise”  VU 820 

Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

Worship your God with gladness. 

Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

Come to this place with a song! 

 

Know that your God has made you. 

Know it's to God we belong. 

And come to this place with joyfulness and praise. 

Worship your God with a song!   

 

Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

Worship your God with gladness. 

Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

Come to this place with a song! 

 

Enter these gates, thanks giving. 

Enter these courts with praise. 

Sing thanks to your God and bless the holy Name. 

Worship your God with a song!   

 

Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

Worship your God with gladness. 

Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

Come to this place with a song! 

 

Ages through endless ages, 

seasons of endless years, 

the love of our Maker ever shall endure. 

Worship your God with a song!   
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Make a joyful noise all the earth! 

Worship your God with gladness. 

Make a joyful noise all the earth. 

Come to this place with a song! 

 
Prayer for Reflection and Revelation  “On Gratitude”  enfleshed.com 
To pause and give thanks 
is to pay attention to the parts of living 
that bring delight, 
turn us from what destroys 
and make life rich – 
whatever else may also be. 
 
This practice of intentional remembering 
helps realign our perspective 
with the whole truth of our lives. 
 
When bitterness, 
or fear, 
or grief, 
become the whole view, 
gratitude points us to 
the beauty-also 
and the love-anyway 
and the simple-pleasures that surround. 
Our steady companions in life’s complexities. 
 
We honor the Sacred, 
we honor each other, 
we honor the earth and our creaturely companions 
when we remember this web of life that holds us. 
All its terrors. 
All its gifts. 
 
Gratitude paired with denial 
about all that calls for mending and repair 
will not satisfy for long. 
 
But gratitude that is alive to all that is, 
a sibling of sorrow, cousin of rage, 
so aware of the ache and the loss and injustice – 
but still seeing cause to pray: 
“thank you, thank you, thank you” 
is to feast on the nourishment of God.  
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Sung Response:   “Alleluia, Praise to God” MV 59 (all verses) 
Alleluia, praise to God. 

Alleluia, praise to God. 

Praises, high praises, we bring you, O God. 

Alleluia, praise to God. 

 

Songs of joy sing out to God. 

Songs of joy sing out to God. 

Dancing and singing, we praise you, O God. 

Songs of joy sing out to God. 

 

Beat the drums, sing out to God. 

Beat the drums, sing out to God. 

Praises, high praises we bring you, O God. 

Beat the drums, sing out to God. 

 
Scripture Readings:  

Philippians 4:4-9 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
John 6:25-35 
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come 
here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, 
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set 
his seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works of God?’ Jesus answered them, 
‘This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What sign are 
you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.” ’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that 
which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread 
always.’ 
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 
One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir:   All Good Things 
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Reflection:  Thanks, praise, bread 
 
Hymn: “Praise God for the Harvest”  VU 517 
Praise God for the harvest of orchard and field, 
praise God for the people who gather their yield, 
the long hours of labour, the skills of a team, 
the patience of science, the power of machine. 
 
Praise God for the harvest that comes from afar, 
from market and harbour, the sea and the shore: 
foods packed and transported, and gathered and grown 
by God-given neighbours, unseen and unknown. 
 
Praise God for the harvest that's quarried and mined, 
then sifted, and smelted, and shaped, and refined; 
for oil and for iron, for copper and coal, 
praise God, who in love has provided them all. 
 
Praise God for the harvest of science and skill, 
the urge to discover, create, and fulfil: 
for dreams and inventions that promise to gain 
a future more hopeful, a world more humane. 
 
Praise God for the harvest of mercy and love 
from leaders and peoples, who struggle and serve 
for fairness and kindness, that all may be led 
in freedom and safety, and all may be fed. 
 
Introduction to the Offering 
  
Gift of Music:    
  

 Hymn of Dedication:  “For the Gift of Creation”  VU 538 

For the gift of creation, the gift of your love, 

and the gift of the Spirit by which we live, 

we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands. 

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give. 

  
Prayer of Dedication:   

All: Vineyard of Our Delight,  

you yield abundant fruit for all to share, 

and invite us to feast and celebrate with all. 

As we present our gifts, 

fill us with your passion to feed the world, 

live in peace and celebrate your presence. 
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Source of Plenty, Staff of Life, Spirit of Generosity 

to you we pray.  Amen 

 
Prayers of the People 
Our prayers today will be created by everyone.  If you are joining us in person, you will be given a brightly 

coloured paper leaf, and we ask that you add your thanks to one side, and concerns to the other.  If you 

are joining by ZOOM, you can add your words to the Chat, or call or email Rev. Joanne before the service.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 959 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil 

for the kingdom, the power and glory are yours 

now and forever.  

 

Closing Hymn:    “We Plough the Fields”  VU 520 

We plough the fields and scatter 

the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered 

by your almighty hand; 

you send the snow in winter, 

the warmth to swell the grain, 

the breezes and the sunshine, 

and soft refreshing rain. 

 

All good gifts around us 

are sent from heaven above; 

we thank you, God, O holy God, 

for all your love. 

 

You only are the maker 

of all things near and far; 

you paint the wayside flower, 

you light the evening star; 

the winds and waves obey you, 

by you the birds are fed; 
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much more to us, your children, 

you give us daily bread.   

 

All good gifts around us 

are sent from heaven above; 

we thank you, God, O holy God, 

for all your love. 

 

We thank you then, O Maker, 

for all things bright and good, 

the seed-time and the harvest, 

our life, our health, our food; 

accept the gifts we offer 

for all your love imparts, 

and, what from us you long for, 

our humble, thankful hearts.   

 

All good gifts around us 

are sent from heaven above; 

we thank you, God, O holy God, 

for all your love. 

 
Commissioning /Blessing 
May God, who sang the universe into being, go with you. 
May Christ, who is God’s love song to the world, attend you. 
May the Holy Spirit continue to sing God’s love  
into each and every heart, each and every day. 
  
Sung Amen VU 974 
 

Unless otherwise noted, our prayers today are adapted from ‘Celebrate God’s Presence,’ 

United Church of Canada 

 

Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

We love our ‘rule of three’ sayings. I've seen them hanging in my colleague’s offices and when I visit, I've 
stitched some myself when I used to do needlework.  Short phrases like “Live, laugh, love” or “good 
words, good thoughts, good deeds” might be inspirational. They are meaningful to many people who 
might be inspired by a phrase like “Faster higher, stronger” or they may help us to remember important 
rules, such as “Stop, Look, and Listen”. Sometimes they are biblical, for example the well known “faith, 
hope, and love” from 1 Corinthians, and even though we don’t often recognize I as having a biblical 
origin, “eat drink and be merry.”   Jesus uses it in Luke “And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” he probably was referring to Ecclesiastes 8:15: 
“So I commend enjoyment, for there is nothing better for people under the sun than to eat, and drink, 
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and enjoy themselves, for this will go with them in their toil through the days of life that God gives them 
under the sun.” 

These three-part phrases are easily remembered, mostly because our brains are ‘wired’ to recognize 
patterns, and apparently three is the minimum number for such recognition.  After contemplating our 
two scriptures for this service, and Thanksgiving Day, I imagined another ‘rule of three’ phrase: “thanks, 
praise -bread.” It perhaps doesn’t have the ‘catchiness’ of “eat, pray, love” or “life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness,” but I think it captures one aspect of what our readings may be revealing to us 
today. 

“Thanks, praise - bread” is at the heart of the story that precedes our reading from the gospel of John.  
The crowd who was questioning Jesus in this passage are the same people who had been fed on the 
hillside with only 5 barley loaves and two fish – a small boy’s lunch, basically.   How did Jesus feed them 
all until they were satisfied? He gave thanks, and offered praise – and there was enough bread for all.  
  
Those who followed him after their shared meal don’t seem satisfied any longer – their bellies were 
empty once again, and Jesus sees that they need more than just another loaf, even if he also recognizes 
that they aren’t really looking for spiritual nourishment, and perhaps do not yet see him or understand 
him.  They ask for another sign – as if the miraculous meal that they shared wasn’t enough of a sign for 
them.  Prove to us who you really are, they ask, like Moses did when he gave our ancestors bread from 
heaven in the wilderness.  Jesus response is patient but firm – Moses did not provide bread, God 
provided bread, and God is STILL providing the bread of life to God’s people, and it is standing right in 
front of you, ready to satisfy the spiritual hunger you may not even recognize.  When there is gratitude, 
when there is praise, there will always be the bread of life; always be the presence of God in and 
through Jesus the Christ. 
  
Last Sunday, as we celebrated World Wide Communion together and shared bread from many lands and 
peoples, we thanked God, praised God, and asked that the Spirit transform those everyday loaves and 
flat breads and rice cakes into something sacred, something that became a symbol of Jesus and his life 
and love for us.  We literally consumed this living bread, this symbol of Jesus, and hopefully we were 
nourished in body and spirit, hopefully nourished for far more than one day of manna, or one meal of 
bread and fish.  

What could “thanks, praise – bread” look like in our lives outside of worship?  As I child, and when my 
own children were younger, we regularly said grace before dinner.  Words of thanks, a simple act of 
praise, and a meal could become a blessed event where Jesus – the bread of life – is a guest in our 
hearts and thoughts, and we are nourished with far more than the food on our plates.  Perhaps we 
could return to that practice if we do not regularly give thanks and praise before our meals. 

Offering thanks and praise before any work we undertake as a community of faith can help us to be 
nourished and satisfied as we do that work.  We often share a ‘devotion’ before meetings here, but we 
could intentionally include thanks and praise in those meeting openings, and perhaps also share how we 
have been fed through the work we accomplish.     

“Thanks, praise – bread” can remind us not just to be grateful, not only to remember that we are God’s 
creations, but also that God cares for us enough to provide all the spiritual nourishment  we need.  It can 
help us to recall that we actually need to have our spirit’s fed – as much as our bodies need feeding,  
and that we can open ourselves to that sustenance when we are grateful, and when we offer even small 
acts of praise.  
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Paul puts it a little differently in his letter to the church in Philippi, although I think the idea is the same - 
rejoice and praise first, pray with thanksgiving and openness, and receive what you need, the peace of 
God. Praise, thanks, nourishment.   
  
As we leave our time of worship together this Thanksgiving Sunday, I pray that we find nourishment for 
our spirits through the Living Bread that God has provided, and that we find many reasons to offer 
thanks and many ways to praise God.  “Thanks, praise – bread.” May it be so. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


