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Hybrid Worship for October 30, 2022  

 
Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes.  Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people 

from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work in their community, and 

to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 
Centering Music:   “Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary” MV 18 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 

pure and holy tried and true; 

with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 

sanctuary for you. 

 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer  
One:      God calls us today, just as generations before us have been called, 
All:         and we respond with gratitude and thanks to God. 
One:      God invites us today, just as the saints have been invited through the years, 
All:         and we answer that invitation with joy and with service in God’s name. 
One:      God leads us today, just as God has led the people and will continue to lead, 
All:         and we follow as we learn the stories and the teachings that have shaped the faithful. 
One:      Today, let us worship the God of all generations and all time - 
All:         we have come to worship as God calls us, invites us and leads us! 
One:      Let’s pray with one voice 
All:          For all the saints 

who went before us 
who have spoken to our hearts 
and touched us with your fire, 
we praise you, O God. 
For all the saints 
who live beside us 
whose weaknesses and strengths 
are woven with our own, 
we thank you, O God. 
For all the saints 
who live beyond us 
who challenge us 
to change us 
to change the world with them, 
we praise you, O God. 
Amen    
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Opening Hymn:   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” VU 262 A hymn for Reformation Sunday 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

a bulwark never failing; 

our helper sure amid the flood 

of mortal ills prevailing: 

for still our ancient foe 

doth seek to work us woe; 

with power and malice great, 

and armed with cruel hate, 

on earth he has no equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, 

our striving would be losing, 

were not the right man on our side, 

the man of God's own choosing: 

dost ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is he; 

Lord Sabaoth his name, 

from age to age the same, 

and he must win the battle. 

 

And though this world, with devils filled, 

should threaten to undo us, 

we will not fear, for God hath willed 

the truth to triumph through us: 

the prince of darkness grim, 

we tremble not for him; 

his rage we can endure, 

for lo! his doom is sure, 

one little word shall fell him. 

 

That word above all earthly powers, 

no thanks to them, abideth; 

the Spirit and the gifts are ours 

through Christ, who with us sideth: 

let goods and kindred go, 

this mortal life also; 

the body they may kill: 

God's truth abideth still, 

God's kingdom is forever. 
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Prayer for Reflection and Revelation “Between the Worlds” by Jan Berry from the resource ‘Autumn’ 
Between the worlds of night and day 
we meet the spirits in dusk and twilight. 
  
Between the worlds of darkness and light 
we play with the dancing shadows. 
  
Between the worlds of sleeping and waking 
we follow the signs of our dreams. 
  
Between the worlds of silence and speech 
we hear the murmuring voices. 
  
Between the worlds of stillness and action 
we tremble in the balance, poised and waiting. 
  
Between the worlds of remembering and forgetting 
we grasp the fragments of what we have learned. 
  
Between the worlds of the named and the unknown 
we recognize the glimpses of mystery. 
  
Between the worlds of receiving and giving 
we hold in trust what we own and are. 
  
Between the worlds of the forbidden and the safe 
we encounter risk and freedom. 
  
Between the worlds of the past and the future 
we are present in this moment of now. 
  
Between the worlds of the dead and the living 
we encounter the Spirit who weaves our lives. 

Amen  
 
Sung Response:   “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” VU 400 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace! 
 
Scripture Readings:  

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 The Inclusive Bible 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians, who belong to our Abba God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: 

Grace and peace be yours from our Abba God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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It is only right that we thank God unceasingly for you, sisters and brothers, because your faith grows 

more and more, and your love for each other increases – so much so that in God’s churches we boast 

about your perseverance and faith in the midst of all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.  

Knowing all this, we pray continually that God will make you worthy of the call, fulfill all your desires for 

goodness, and empower all your works of faith. In this way, the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ will be 

glorified in you, and you in Christ, by the grace of our God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Luke 19:1-10 The Inclusive Bible 

Entering Jericho, Jesus passed through the city. There was a wealthy person there named Zacchaeus, the 

chief tax collector. Zacchaeus was trying to see who Jesus was, but he couldn’t do so because of the 

crowd, since he was short.  

In order to see Jesus, Zacchaeus ran on ahead, then climbed a sycamore tree that was along the 

route. When Jesus came to the spot, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry up and come on down.  

I’m going to stay at your house today.”  Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and welcomed Jesus with 

delight. 

When everyone saw this, they began to grumble. “Jesus has gone to a sinner’s house as a guest.” 

Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to Jesus, “Here and now I will give half of my belongings to poor 

people.  If I’ve defrauded anyone in the least, I’ll pay them back fourfold.” 

Jesus said to the tax collector, “Today salvation has come to this house, for this is what it means to be a 

descendant of Sarah and Abraham. The Promised One has come to search out and save what was lost.” 

 
One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Choir:  Breath of God  
 
Reflection:  Worthy of the Call 
 
Hymn: “I Saw the Rich Ones” MV 127 
I saw the rich ones I saw what they gave 

the widow who offered two pennies she'd saved 

and I saw she was smiling I knew she was glad 

and I wondered because she gave all that she had. 

 

But with God the world is turned upside down 

the poor are embraced and the lost they are found. 

Let's work for a world where all people are free 

where it's good to feel good about God loving you and me. 

 

I saw Zacheus, a sinner they said 

but to his house I saw Jesus go to break bread 

and I knew something special had happened that day 

when Zacheus gave half of his riches away. 
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But with God the world is turned upside down 

the poor are embraced and the lost they are found. 

Let's work for a world where all people are free 

where it's good to feel good about God loving you and me. 

 

Men in the vineyards were grumbling one day 

I knew they weren't happy with what they'd been paid 

for the ones who came later were paid just the same 

as the workers who greeting dawn when they came. 

 

But with God the world is turned upside down 

the poor are embraced and the lost they are found. 

Let's work for a world where all people are free 

where it's good to feel good about God loving you and me. 

 
Introduction to the Offering 
One:      Music and laughter, 

hands and minds, 
curiosity and compassion: 
what an abundance of gifts we have! 
All these gifts are symbolized in our offering. 
Let us commit ourselves in service, 
as we worship God with our offering. 

 

Gift of Music:  "Thy Word" 

  

Hymn of Dedication:     “Behold, Behold”  MV 115 
Behold, (behold,) behold (behold,) I make all things new, 
beginning with you and starting from today. 
Behold, (behold,) behold (behold,) I make all things new, 
my promise is true, for I am Christ the way. 
  
Offering Prayer: 
All:         Our gifts we offer, O God, not out of duty or obligation 

but out of a deep longing to be part of your never-ending story of love and justice. 
May these gifts be a blessing to those who will come after us.  Amen. 

   
A special blessing 
One:      God you are the Singer and the Song, 

the Source of all Harmony. 
Thank you for Brigham, who has shared his gift of music with us, 
and has offered his talents so that we could fully worship you. 
His music has inspired us and moved us, and created sacred space, 
and we are grateful for your presence through the music he has offered. 
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a musical gift from Brigham 
  
                Holy One, send your blessings on Brigham as he leaves our faith family.  

May he continue to find joy in his work, just as he has brought joy to us.  Amen 
 
Prayers of the People 
One:      Holy God, on this day when we mark those faithful who have gone before us, 
                we thank you for all those who have helped us to hear and know the story of your people, 

and for the ways those stories have touched our lives. 
Two:      We thank you for the gospel writers, and their powerful stories, 
                for prophets who disturb us and help us to re-examine and re-imagine our lives. 
One:      Thank you for the faithful ones we have known in our own lives, 
                those teachers that inspired, those preachers that enlightened, 
                those friends who walked with us and shared our faith. 
Two:      We are grateful for the people of faith and courage who have stood up for their beliefs 
                and sometimes stood against the prevailing powers. 
                Thank you for their example, thank you for their ongoing influence. 
One:      We pray, God, for all the saints in our midst – 
                the hurting ones and the lonely ones, the ones who are ill and the ones who are grieving, 
                the ones who do not always recognize their own worth. 
Two:      We pray for the saints among us who struggle with their faith, 
                and for those who are searching and yearning to be heard. 
                We pray for our community of saints, that we may continue 
                to share your love, compassion and justice in the world. 
                We pray to you together, God, with words used by generations 
                of the faithful  
   

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) VU 959 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil 

for the kingdom, the power and glory are yours 

now and forever.  

 

Closing Hymn:    “Give Thanks for Life” VU 706 

Give thanks for life, the measure of our days, 

mortal, we pass through beauty that decays, 

yet sing to God our hope, our love, our praise, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
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Give thanks for those who made their life a light 

caught from the Christ-flame, bursting through the night, 

who touched the truth, who burned for what is right, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

And for our own, our living and our dead, 

thanks for the love by which our life is fed, 

a love not changed by time or death or dread, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 

Give thanks for hope, that like the  wheat, the grain 

lying in darkness does its life retain 

in resurrection to grow green again, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah! 

 
Commissioning /Blessing  
 
Sung Amen 
 

Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 

Today we celebrate both Reformation Sunday and All Saints Sunday.  In many ways, they complement 
each other. On Reformation Sunday we remember Martin Luther, who began the re-formation of the 
church which led to our faith tradition of Protestantism. We also give thanks for church leaders like 
Zwingli and Calvin who continued to shape the reformed tradition, and from whose work came the 
denominations that were part of our history as a United Church.  They are certainly saints of the faith, 
gone before us to mark a trail of renewal, living out their faith in the work they undertook. 
  
Saints – those faithful ones who have lived before us, those ones who have taught us, and continue to 
teach us, about living a life that reflects God’s love and builds God’s peace-filled and hopeful reign.  For 
those with a Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox background or experience, you might be familiar with 
the idea that saints are ‘made’ by the church through canonization or glorification and a fairly rigorous 
process. In the protestant tradition, we recognize all those who have lived and died in faith as saints.  
Our latest United Church statement of faith, called ‘A Song of Faith’ includes the notion of saints this 
way: 
We sing of a church 
    seeking to continue the story of Jesus 
    by embodying Christ’s presence in the world. 
We are called together by Christ 
    as a community of broken but hopeful believers, 
    loving what he loved, 
    living what he taught, 
    striving to be faithful servants of God 
    in our time and place. 
Our ancestors in faith 
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    bequeath to us experiences of their faithful living; 
    upon their lives our lives are built. 
Our living of the gospel makes us a part of this communion of saints, 
    experiencing the fulfillment of God’s reign 
    even as we actively anticipate a new heaven and a new earth. 
  
One feature of a saint, no matter how we define them, is likely some understanding that they have been 
‘worthy’ of God’s call to them, laudable in their works, faithful to their own understanding of how God 
was working through them. Paul’s understanding – as he writes to the church and his friends in the 
letter to the Thessalonians –is that it is God who confers that worthiness upon the faithful, upon those 
who choose to follow God’s way.  
  
That does not always stop us from feeling unworthy, or telling others that they are not valuable to our 
churches or communities.  We actually have a long history of trying to define someone’s worth, or 
‘worthiness’ that can have little to do with how God actually values people.  Because we do not always 
see those around us with God’s eyes, with the compassionate and inclusive and hopeful eyes of Christ, 
we can miss those saints in our very midst. 
  
I think Zacchaeus was one of those missed saints in his own community – well known for being rich, for 
being a tax collector, and also for being short.  While his stature might not have caused some to judge 
him unworthy, his wealth and his occupation certainly did.  Yet Zacchaeus had such a desire to see Jesus, 
to be a witness in the crowd, that he very comically climbed a sycamore tree to get a glimpse of him as 
he passed by.  This unworthy one was willing to do something completely outside the ‘norm’ for 
someone of his status just to get a quick look at Jesus.  

Those climbing abilities paid off for Zacchaeus when Jesus sees him, too.  Jesus sees Zacchaeus the tax 
collector, Zacchaeus the rich man, but I think he also sees Zacchaeus the saint – the one who is faithful, 
the one who is worthy, the one others judge and grumble about, just as they grumbled when Jesus 
declared that he would –once again – share a meal and hospitality with someone they considered a 
sinner.  
  
Zacchaeus, like many of our fore parents in faith, stands up to those around him, those who judge him. 
He said to Jesus, “Here and now I will give half my belongings to poor people.  If I’ve defrauded anyone 
in the least, I’ll pay them back fourfold.”  This text was written in ancient Greek, and there are some 
differing opinions of the translation of the verbs used in Zacchaeus’ declaration.   It is possible that 
Zacchaeus actually said, “I have always given half my belongings to poor people.  If I’ve defrauded 
anyone in the least, I always pay them back fourfold.” Whether he has made a new declaration of 
change and restitution, or simply named his truth, Jesus sees his value, Jesus declares that Zacchaeus is 
truly one of the faithful – a child of the faith family begun countless generations before him , truly open 
to seeing Jesus and worthy of God’s call, truly a saint. 
  
We can be reminded that we are all called to see Jesus – and that sometimes we might take 
extraordinary measures to do so.  We might have to climb the tree of allyship to see his face in the 
vulnerable ones around us. We might have to scale the heights of justice work to encounter Jesus in 
the refugee, or the abandoned, or the forgotten.  We might have to move out of our comfort zones and 
even out of our churches and pews to meet Jesus on the streets around us.  We might have to risk being 
seen, but also being recognized as one of God’s own.  We might have to stand up and declare what we 
believe to be God’s way and how following that way has changed us. 
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Jesus searches us out, God sees us, as God has seen the faithful throughout time despite our failings or 
mistakes or even our own doubts about our value.  God declares our worth as we answer the call to be 
faithful people, as we become members of that ‘communion of saints’.  May we continue to heed God’s 
call, may we continue to be changed by our encounters with Jesus, and may the Spirit urge us to accept 
the worthiness of all those who share our paths in life.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

 


