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Hybrid Worship for October 2, 2022  

World Wide Communion Sunday 
Creation Time 4 

 
Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 
Centering Music:   “Holy One, O Holy One”  MV 35 verse 1 only 

Holy One, O Holy One, 

your tender love creatively 

has called to be all that has life. 

Holy One. 

 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   

One: Today we gather with members of our faith family of Applewood United Church. 

All: We come from our homes to sit in pews,  

 we come on our computer screens and telephones 

 to draw together in Jesus’ name. 

One: Today, we share solidarity with Christians around the globe 

 in the celebration of World Communion Sunday. 

All: We are united as we share cup and bread, even across  

the distances of space, or theology, or practice. 

One: Today, we remember the One who joins us in bonds of faith. 

All: With our siblings around the world we remember Jesus   

as we share nourishment at his table - his life, his love, his sacrifice. 

One: Let us pray together as we think of our global Christian family: 

All:  Creating and Loving God,  

 we are grateful for all things that bring us together as church –  

 bible stories and sacraments, justice seeking and community building, 

 shared meals and lives. 

 We thank you for the churches and the people of Africa and Australia, 

 the cathedrals and worshipers of Europe, the gathering houses and  

prayer makers of South Asia, people who worship in small spaces and grand ones, 

followers of the faith in cities and in rural places,  

and our own denomination and its members. 

Send your Spirit to help us to continue to seek understanding and common ground 
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with all those who follow your Way of light, love and hope. 

We pray in Jesus’ name. 

Amen 

 

Opening Hymn:  “This is God’s Wondrous World” VU 296 

This is God's wondrous world, 

and to my listening ears 

all nature sings, and round me rings 

the music of the spheres. 

This is God's wondrous world; 

I rest me in the thought 

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, 

God's hand the wonders wrought. 

 

This is God's wondrous world: 

the birds their carols raise; 

the morning light, the lily white, 

declare their Maker's praise. 

This is God's wondrous world: 

God shines in all that's fair; 

in the rustling grass or mountain pass, 

God's voice speaks everywhere. 

 

This is God's wondrous world: 

O let me ne'er forget 

that though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

God is the ruler yet. 

This is God's wondrous world: 

why should my heart be sad? 

Let voices sing, let the heavens ring: 

God reigns, let earth be glad! 

 
Prayer for Reflection and Revelation:  ‘Make Us Your Children’  

by Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia (www.revlisad.com) 
Heavenly One, 

Your reach extends to every person, every nation, 

offering grace, forgiveness, wholeness, and hope. 

A saving embrace drawing us to you and each other. 

 

Make us your children: 

grateful for a place at your feast, 
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humble before your love and generosity, 

rejoicing in the beauty of each sibling. 

 

Make us your children: 

faithful in honoring and welcoming all, 

eager in sharing what we have found in you- 

safety, belonging, identity, 

a home of nurture and growth and sending forth. 

Amen. 

 
Sung Response:   “Lord, Listen to You Children Praying” VU 400 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace! 
 
Scripture Readings: 

2 Timothy 1:1-7, 13-14 The Inclusive Bible 

From Paul, by the will of God an apostle of Jesus Christ, sent to proclaim the promise of life in Christ 

Jesus, 

To Timothy, my dear child: 

May grace, mercy, and peace from God the Creator and Christ Jesus our Saviour be with you. 

I thank God, the God of my ancestors —whom I worship with a clear conscience—when I remember you  

in my prayers, as indeed I do constantly,  night and day.  

When I recall your tears, I long to see you again, which would fill me with joy. I’m reminded of your 

sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois, then in your mother Eunice and now, I am 

certain, in you as well.  

That’s why I want to remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on 

of my hands.  For God didn’t give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love, of self-discipline. 

Take what you have heard me say as a model of sound teaching, in faith and love in Christ Jesus.  Guard 

the rich deposit of faith with the help of the Holy Spirit, who dwells within us.  

  

Luke 17:5-10 The Inclusive Bible 

The apostles said to Jesus, “Increase our faith!”  

Jesus answered, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Uproot 

yourself and plant yourself in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

“If one of you had hired help plowing a field or herding sheep, and they came in from the fields, would 

you say to them, ‘Come and sit at my table?’ Wouldn’t you say instead, ‘Prepare my supper.  Put on your 

apron and wait on me while I eat and drink. You can eat and drink afterward’? Would you be grateful to 

the workers who were just doing their job? It’s the same with you who hear me. When you have done 

all you have been commanded to do, say, ‘We are simple workers. We have done no more than our 

duty.’” 
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One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir:   “Morning Has Broken” 
 
Reflection:  Mustard seed faith 
Mustard seeds – you can buy them in almost any grocery store, and the condiment made from crushing 
and mixing them with water and vinegar and other ingredients is a staple in most cupboards.  In Jesus’ 
time, mustard plants grew wild but were also sometimes cultivated.  The seeds were crushed and added 
to food, but also used as medicine to treat ailments, particularly in Roman society. The plants would 
have been common, the tiny seeds easily recognized. 

So when Jesus answers his disciples’ plea to be given more faith with a reference to the mustard seed, 
he is giving them a familiar image of a tiny but powerful seed, a common seed that was known to sprout 
easily and earlier than other seeds.  Faith that is like a mustard seed can do amazing things.  Faith in 
small amounts can change the landscape of our lives.  

This passage, and its ‘sister’ passage in Matthew’s gospel, was at times used to admonish 
congregations.  If you only had a little faith – even as tiny as a mustard seed, you could accomplish great 
things.  I don’t believe that Jesus was telling his followers that they didn’t have enough faith, but that 
they already had what they needed to follow him and to change the world.  Faith, as the disciples 
request implies, is a gift from God, and God is generous.  If more was needed, the disciples would have 
it, but even a tiny amount of faith is truly enough – mustard seed faith is all we need.  

All seeds, including the tiny mustard seed, contain all the genetic information and material to bring forth 
new life. When we have mustard seed faith, we know that within us is all the material needed to 
become new beings in God, or find new paths to justice and compassion, or find spiritual flourishing and 
new life.  Living a mustard seed faith is really simply living as God has intended, just as the seeds grow 
into plants, we grow into faith and ‘do our duty’ as simple servants following God’s path and allowing 
what God has given us to flourish and grow. 

Paul speaks of the nature of faith ‘deposited’ in us as well, in his second letter to Timothy, reminding 
him to both guard and allow his faith to grow – a faith that was given to Timothy, a sincere faith shared 
through generations.   Faith like a mustard seed can spread – just as the mustard plant spreads through 
gardens and fields. 

In our world today, war in Europe continues, poverty and violence rule the lives of children, fires to the 
west continue to burn, and storms ravage coastal communities and people to the east.  Certainly the 
size of the faith of the people of Port aux Basques, Charlottetown, Cape Breton, Fort Meyers or Ukraine, 
has no relation to the size of the disasters they are encountering, or have encountered. Faith is not an 
insurance policy against the truly terrible events that we may experience in our lives, but any faith can 
help people find hope in dark moments, and spur others to action. 

I think Jesus, in comparing faith to the tiny mustard seed, is reminding us that faith cannot truly be 
measured in any way that matches our human understanding.  He goes on to speak of simple workers 
simply filling their roles and reminds us that faith, while perhaps not measurable, is always enacted – 
shown in our work and our living.     

Mustard seed faith – a gift from God that contains all we need to take root and spread God’s love and 
compassion.  Mustard seed faith is what we share with every other Christian today as we celebrate 
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World Wide Communion.  Despite differences in theology, in doctrine, or in practice, at the heart of 
each follower of Jesus lies that small seed of faith given by God that contains everything we need to 
accomplish amazing things.  
  
Here in Mississauga, seeds of faith from a diverse group of churches led to the creation of The Compass, 
which has become a source of support and a place of belonging for many on the margins of our 
community.  In Toowoomba, Australia, the mayor challenged a gathering of Christian women to go into 
the community and care for others, and a project grew from seeds of faith to form partnerships and 
bring services and resources to the youth – particularly young women – of that city. 
  
 Can we dare to dream – with our mustard seed faith – of continuing with the uniting heritage of our 
own denomination as we seek new ways to be in relationship with others in our faith family from 
around the world? There will be challenges, and we won’t always agree, some will not want to be 
‘simple workers’, some will claim that their mustard seeds are bigger, or better, and their faith more 
‘correct.’ A deeper communion with our Christian siblings may seem a task more challenging than asking 
a mulberry tree to plant itself in the sea, but perhaps our collective mustard seed faiths are up to the 
task. 
  
 Once again, as he so often does when he teaches, Jesus has taken an ordinary, common item and 
drenched it with the idea of the sacred.  Mustard seeds are not just part of God’s creation, they can 
teach us to celebrate the gift of faith, remind us that God provides all that we need to flourish in spirit, 
and have an impact in the world.  May you feel you own mustard seed faith taking root, may you be 
inspired to action that helps you to live that faith, and may God continue to draw us together as ‘simple 
workers’ in the Way.  Amen 
 
Hymn: “Come Touch Our Hearts”  MV 12 
Come touch our hearts that we may know compassion, 

from failing embers build a blazing fire; 

love strong enough to overturn injustice, 

to seek a world more gracious, come touch and bless our hearts 

 

Come touch our souls that we may know and love you, 

your quiet presence all our fears dispel; 

create a space for spirit to grow in us, 

let life and beauty fill us, come touch and bless our souls. 

 

Come touch our minds and teach us how to reason, 

set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream;  

help us to open doors of understanding, 

to welcome truth and wisdom, come touch and bless our minds. 

 

Come touch us in the moments we are fragile, 

and in our weakness your great strength reveal; 

that we may rise to follow and to serve, 

steady now our nerve, come touch and bless our will. 
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Come touch us now, this people who are gathered, 

to break the bread and share the cup of peace; 

that we may love you with our heart, our soul, 

our mind, our strength, our all, come touch us with your grace. 

 
Introduction to the Offering 
  
Gift of Music:    
  

 Hymn of Dedication:  “For the Gift of Creation”  VU 538 

For the gift of creation, the gift of your love, 

and the gift of the Spirit by which we live, 

we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands. 

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give. 

  
Prayer of Dedication:   

All: Loving and Creating God,  

take our gifts to sustain your justice, compassion and love in the world. 

Take our hands to further the teachings of Jesus. 

Take our hearts to nourish and protect creation  

as the Body of Christ, living and growing.  Amen. 

 

Sacrament of Communion 

Presentation of the Breads: 

One: In a world of difference God reminds us that we are deeply alike, 

All: We are all sustained by bread and by love. 

Two: These breads we offer are symbols of the many different peoples within the family of God. 

All:  We give thanks for the bread of life, gift of the earth. 

One: We offer flat bread, remembering the people of Africa, South Asia, the Middle East and 

Mediterranean. 

All:  We give thanks for the bread of life, gift of the earth. 

Two: We offer rice cakes, remembering the people of Asia and all who depend upon rice as a staple. 

All:  We give thanks for the bread of life, gift of the earth. 

One: We offer pumpernickel bread, remembering the people of Europe. 

All:  We give thanks for the bread of life, gift of the earth. 

Two: We offer tortillas, remembering the people of Mexico and South and Central America. 

All:  We give thanks for the bread of life, gift of the earth. 

One: We offer fry bread, or bannock, remembering the First Nations people in Canada, and 

indigenous people around the world. 

All:  We give thanks for the bread of life, gift of the earth. 

Two: We offer whole wheat bread, remembering the people of our country and our community. 

All:  We give thanks for the bread of life, gift of the earth. 
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One: We hear God’s voice through many people, through many languages, and many hearts.  

All: Let us praise God in song, around the table of love. 

 

Hymn:   ‘We Come Now to Your Table Lord’   MV 192 

We come now to your table Lord, 

you are the Living Bread. 

We come now to your table Lord, 

let ev'ry soul be fed. 

You are the Living Bread, 

let ev'ry soul be fed: 

and now may ev'ry soul be fed 

with Living Bread. 

One: The Spirit of God be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

One: Turn to God, the source of life.  

All: We lift our hearts in prayer.  

One: Let us give thanks.  

All: We offer joyful thanks to God.  

One: With all of our hearts, we thank you, God. 

 In love, you created all things, 

 In curiosity you continue to live with your creation. 

 In hope, you promised to be with it – and with us – 

 to the end of the ages. 

 And so we say:, 

All: Alleluia! 

Two: For all that keeps life going –  

 the touchable – water, air, light, food – 

 and the intangible – love, friendship, and care – 

 we thank you, God. 

 In the stories of the people Israel, 

 in the stories of people around the world – 

 place to place, generation to generation – 

 we have heard of your overwhelming love for all: 

 for the tall cedars, whose roots grow deep into the earth, 

 for the flowing waters, and the salmon who swim them, 

 for the eagles above, and the earthworms below, 

 for all that creeps and crawls and walks ... 

 and for us – 

 human beings of every shape and size and colour, 

 people of every land and race, 

 people of all places and times. 

 Thank you, God. 
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All: Thank you, God. 

One: Your love for us is incomprehensible, God! 

 Even when we do damage – 

 to ourselves, to other humans, 

 to the rest of your creation –  

 even when we do damage that we see as unforgiveable  

 you call us back to your Love. 

 Again and again – and again. 

 Through wise men and women, 

 through teachers and preachers and prophets, 

 through singers and dancers and storytellers, 

 and through Jesus the Christ –  

 you call us back to your Love. 

 Thank you, God! 

All: Thank you, God! 

One:  With all of your creation, we sing praise! 

 

All: (sung)  MV 203 

O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space, 

All earth and sea and sky above 

bear witness to your grace. 

Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation sings your praise. 

And blessed is the one who comes 

and bears your name always. 

 

One: Thank you, Jesus, for the opportunity to remember you 

in the ordinary things of our lives. 

When we eat our daily bread, rice, tortilla, or potato, 

we remember how you shared what you had with your friends, 

breaking yourself open. 

Two: When we drink from the fruits of our harvest, 

we are reminded of how you continually bless us 

with your teachings; 

our chipped and well-used cups overflow. 

One: On the last night he spent with his friends,  

Jesus took an age-old tradition of his people 

and transformed it into something new.  

He took bread, staple food of his land,  

blessed and broke it, and gave it to those around him saying,  

“Take, eat, this is my body, broken for you.  

Whenever you do this, remember me.” 

Two: After supper he took a cup of wine, common drink of his people,  
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and gave it to them, saying,  

“Drink this, all of you, this is the new covenant in my blood.  

Each time you do this, remember me.” 

One: Eternal God, we unite in this covenant of faith,  

 as we break bread and share the cup,  

 giving thanks for your love in Jesus, the Christ.  

Two: We spread your table with these gifts of the earth 

 and of our labour.  

One: We present to you our very lives,  

 committed to your service  

 on behalf of all people.  

Two: We remember Jesus:  

All: On Good Friday he died.  

 On Easter he rose again.  

 Today he lives forever. 

One: Send your Holy Spirit upon us  

 and upon this offering of your church,  

that we who eat and drink at Christ’s table 

 may share in his life.  

Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth, 

and make it your new creation.  

 Gather your church together 

 from the ends of the earth  

 into your realm where peace and justice are revealed— 

All: that we, with all your people,  

 of every language, race, and nation, 

 may share the banquet you have promised.  

Two: At this time, we also remember all those 

 with whom you would have us share your feast.  

 We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain . . . 

 all who are ill or alone . . .  

 all who live with fear, oppression, or hunger . . .  

 all whom the world counts as last and least . . . . 

 We pray for your church and its varied ministries . . . 

 for the nations as they strive for peace and justice . . .  

 for the earth, and the fragile web of life we share . . . 

 for our families and friends . . . . 

 And as one people, we share ancient words of prayer: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

One: Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,  
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 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

 all glory is yours, God most holy,  

 now and forever.  

 

All: (sung)  MV 205 

Amen, Amen, O Holy One! 

Hosanna and Amen! 

Amen, Amen, O Holy One! 

Hosanna and Amen! 

 

Breaking the Bread and Filling the Cup 

 (If you are worshipping in the sanctuary, you may come forward to receive the elements.  If you prefer to 

stay seated, they will be brought to you.  If you are participating on ZOOM, this would be the time to 

take bread and juice, and if with another you could serve each other with the words “Jesus Christ the 

bread of life” and “Jesus Christ the true vine.”) 

 

Prayer after Communion 

All: We give thanks that bread broken brings wholeness;  

 that wine poured out replenishes;  

 that time spent with the Risen Christ  

 and one another is gift and grace.  Amen. 

   

Parts of our Communion Liturgy adapted from “Gifts in Open Hands: More Resources for the Global Community.”  

Used with permission. 

  

Closing Hymn:    “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” VU 468 

Let us talents and tongues employ, 

reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken, the wine is poured, 

Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

Christ is able to make us one, 

at the table he sets the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, 

love in word and in deed express.   

 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
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Jesus calls us in, sends us out, 

bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

God (Immanuel) everywhere!   

 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 
Commissioning /Blessing  
 
Sung Amen VU 974 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


