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We will be “spiritually alive”
We will continue to keep compassionate care a priority

We will have a new enabling system of governance
and leadership development

We will emphasize “making ourselves known”
in the community

We will serve the local community through “focused outreach”
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General Co-chairs A Busy and Successful Year

The past year has been very busy for the Executive. The following will let you know just how busy it has
been:

The Applewood Operations Manual has been revised and completed - for the most part by Lynda
Kudrewatych, who has put in months of hard work.

Planning for the Fall Fair fundraiser has been ongoing since May 2010. This is a joint venture
between Applewood United Church and the Applewood Preschool. Our Visioning Implementation
Team has given their support to this project.

Presbytery Oversight Committee paid us a visit in September 2010, and we received a very
favourable report in January.

In November, the whole congregation participated in a very successful fire drill.

Our Duty of Care Policy was approved in February and put in place. The management team consists
of our ministers, Bob Matrtin (in a consulting capacity) and one other member of the congregation
(not yet appointed).

We had an overwhelming response to the CPR/AED training with a second session upcoming.
We finished off the year with a new Photo Directory.

This year we said goodbye to Roy Hicks as our church treasurer and welcomed Lori Coleman as our new
treasurer.

We want to thank Brad Butt for coming on as our interim Administration Chair and to Bryce Atkinson for
taking on the position of Vice-Chair.

We also want to acknowledge and thank Ron Bush for his trip to visit our partner churches in Mount
Uniacke, Nova Scotia and for his sharing of the warm welcome that they extended to him.

This is our final report as Co-chairs of Executive, and we want to thank you for the support we have
received this past year. Glenna, in particular, would like to thank everyone for the co-operation and support
she has received for the three years she chaired this Committee. And last but not least, we say thank you to
Rev. Cynthia Stretton and Carolyn Smith for the excellent ministry they offer this congregation and for their
support of us as we went about our given tasks.

Scott Perkin will assume the position of General Chair of Executive for the coming year. We wish him well
and know that you will give him the same support that you have given us over the years. The position of
Vice-chair is still open. We're sure Scott would welcome hearing from those of you who might consider
taking on that position.

Thank you and have a good summer.

Valerie Reed & Glenna Armour
2010-2011 General Co-chairs



Minister's Message  Rev. Cynthia R. Stretton

The Sunday morning we engage in our annual meeting this year will mark (to within 24 hours) my
25th anniversary of ordination. | will also be concluding (within a few months) my second year among
you. It has been a privilege sharing in your lives and engaging in the spiritual journey together as we
discover God in new and different ways.

| am grateful for the many blessings that God has shown me in these last months and over my years
in ministry.

As | look at the year 2010, there have been wonderful moments and others bathed in mixed
emotions. The highs of weddings, baptisms and welcoming new members are tempered with the
sadness of losing old friends. All this is part of life in community.

Within the pages of this report, you will experience the year through the eyes of each team and
committee. | want to thank each for your dedication and effort on behalf of the Applewood
congregation. To the many other volunteers who help out and contribute “just because” - thank you so
much. Whatever form your ‘discipleship’ takes depends on each of us considering our gifts and
talents and giving them. | want to be on record and bold enough to say we are one of the strongest
congregations in Halton Presbytery - both in stewardship and in spirit.

| especially wish to acknowledge the efforts of Glenna Armour and Valerie Reed, our co-chairs of the
Executive Committee who have provided thoughtful and steady leadership this past year. So much
depends on the members of the Executive Committee working smoothly, and they have enabled this
to happen along with Lynda Kudrewatych, Executive Secretary.

As we move into the next year of ministry together, | look forward to continue teaming with Valerie
Barrett (Office Administrator), Christina Mulligan (Director of Music) and Carolyn Smith (Minister of
Christian Development and Pastoral Care). Their contributions to the ministry at Applewood make life
more full and fun!

So, what does the next year hold for us? What will it take for us to continue to be the neighbourhood
church and make a further impact? What goals and challenges are we willing to address? These are
guestions we will face together guided by God.

I am thankful for the blessings already received, for the work we have already done and to another
year of blessings and joys. May God continue to bless you and your loved ones.

United Because of the Christ,

Rev. Cynthia R. Stretton
Minister, Worship & Pastoral Care



Minister's Message Carolyn Smith

Our camps this year seem the perfect theme for this report. First of all, camp makes me smile, so
start reading with a grin. Last summer, our camp theme was “Sunny Days” - joyful living in a
wonderful world. Then at our March 2011 camp, not only were we joyful and sunny, we had become
“Trailblazers!”

This theme isn't just for the camps, both brilliant because of our volunteers and teen leaders. | felt
similarly about how our Christmas Pageant came together with Sophie Cook’s help, how families and
youth joined in worship for Advent and other times, and how volunteers created our Christmas party.
Applewood certainly is a sunny place for members of the family. As we blaze the trail, we’ll discover
and celebrate the amazing talents of our newcomers, young people and community.

In 2010, the long-running Christian Development project was completed. Such a feat of coordination
and patience this project was! The refreshed nursery boasts a lovely rug, safe furnishings, healthy
floors, air conditioning and new storage. Sunday School and the youth benefited, as well. Lynn
Williamson took on the project, working with committees, contractors and families to pull it together.
The nursery hosts the Toddlers’ Playgroup, and welcomes families on Sundays thanks to Allison
Shantz, our Nursery Care Worker.

The youth group fits the “Sunny Days” theme well. We've met several times a month, growing in
numbers and strengthening friendships. Over the year, we all went out for glow-in—the-dark mini-golf,
Patsy Linghorne’s Christmas party, retreats to Five Oaks, and a successful Bake Sale. Our retreat in
early May took us into “Trailblazer” territory, gaining hands-on experiences about poverty. Through all
this, we’ve built a strong focus on discipleship and living God’s way.

“Sunny Days” doesn’t describe the cultural debate of the value of religion. Discipleship and journeying
with each other is central in my new certificate from the NEOS youth leadership program, and my
courses at Emmanuel College, highlighting the importance of good examples and deep sharing,
especially to the parents and young adults in our midst. Applewood is a good place for blazing trails
toward this vision. Thank you to the many parents who are coaxing their children to know God, and to
the teens who challenge, and thank you to all who have volunteered for our kids’ programs, taking the
time to befriend and engage our young people.

Though we can bask in the sunny days, I'm looking forward to blazing more trails with Cynthia,
Christina, Valerie and with all of you!

Carolyn Smith
Minister, Christian Development & Pastoral Care



Administration Taking care of business

Although the past year has been a quiet one for the Administration Committee, its members diligently
continue to oversee the running and maintenance of the church building and its assets year-round. No
new major projects were undertaken, but | know that the new committee will have several exciting
initiatives, in conjunction with the Visioning Implementation Team, to look forward to in the coming
months.

I sincerely thank all of the Administration Committee members who have worked so hard this past
year.

Brad Butt
Chair

Trustees Supporting your initiatives

The Board of Trustees has once again been pleased to serve you. The year has been challenging as
interest rates remain very low, thus affecting investment income. It appears that this will not last
forever, and we should see the rates for GIC's increasing in the not too distant future. We have had
one bequest in the past year, and have allocated funds from the various trusts for the music program,
visioning projects, leadership programs, etc.

We regret that one of our own, Florence Brown, has found it necessary to resign due to ill health. On
your behalf, we wish to thank Florence for her contribution as a Trustee. Her upbeat enthusiasm has
been an inspiration to all of the Trustees. Thank you once again, Florence. Thanks also to Trustees
Roy Hicks, Bob McCleary, Brad Butt and Roger Keep for their continuing contributions.

Applewood United has been very supportive of Ready, Get Set ...Work! (formerly S.M.A.R.T.)
program. This outreach program helps those who are unemployed or underemployed find work.
Anyone from the community can attend and get help in updating their resume, networking with others,
preparing for job interviews, etc. There is an increasing need for the group to have funding to continue
this valuable service. If anyone would like to contribute to this worthy cause, the Trustees would be
prepared to set up a Trust for this purpose. Cheques should be made out to Applewood United Church,
and your contribution is fully tax deductible. Your envelope should indicate that you are supporting
Ready, Get Set ...Work! or, if it is easier, RGSW. Thank you in advance for considering this worthy
cause.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Martin
Senior Trustee



Stewardship

The Stewardship Team, comprised of Ken
Coleman, Polly Coleman, Ann Goodwin, Ross
Holden, Tim Ip, George Reed, Scott Perkin and
Salem Yousef, challenged the congregation in
November through the United Church Celebrate
Stewardship financial response program to
increase contributions toward the ministry of
Applewood. The challenge focused mainly on
the Operating Account. The program was
completed through a Celebration Sunday
Luncheon on November 21, 2010 at which Rev.
Don Parsons was guest speaker. We are
pleased to report that fifty percent of contributors
increased their pledge for the 2011 fiscal year.

During the year, the Team presented special
appeals at Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas,
as well as the popular Lenten Coin Cans during
Lent. The additional publicity given to the Lenten
Coin Cans this year has resulted in good results.
Polly Coleman continues to attend to your
Observer subscriptions and the sale of church
calendars in the fall.

Challenging times

We are fortunate to have large trust dollars on
our balance sheet, but the Church
month-to-month Operating Account requires
constant attention. We prepared estimate
calculations on how the Operating Account
would look over the next five years. The
calculations showed increasing deficits. A Long
Term Financial Group was formed and came up
with a number of recommendations. We are
hopeful that many of these recommendations
will still be implemented. The need for increased
stewardship is important. We promise to make
new calculations to ensure that continuing
efforts are in place to keep the Operating
Account solvent.

We sincerely thank all members who contribute
their time, talent and resources toward the
ministry of Applewood. We suggest that you
include Applewood United Church as a member
of your family when reviewing your will.

Ken Coleman

Halton Presbytery Helping congregations grow

Halton Presbytery continues to provide various programs to pastoral charges to assist them in leadership
development, retaining existing members, and attracting new members.

Currently, Presbytery is closely monitoring a bylaw being developed by the City of Oakville to limit property
use by churches within its jurisdiction. If this legislation passes in its present form, other municipal councils
may also consider such measures. Presbytery is closely following this development.

The National Church is making a concerted effort to implement cost-cutting measures. In some instances
expenses are being delegated to Conferences and thence to Presbyteries. There is a limit to the extra
costs that Presbyteries can absorb, and this may result in higher Parish assessments. Careful co-
ordination and understanding will be required to meet the objectives of the three levels of church
administration.

Edward Swinton
Senior Presbytery Representative



Christian Development Broadening our insights

Faced with the challenge of not having a chairperson for our committee, we decided to share the role
among the team. This proved to be a learning experience for everyone, and we all gained some new
insights into the position of chairperson. Each person brought a different perspective to the meeting
they chaired, which broadened our outlook overall.

At some meetings, the time of worship was expanded to include a time of learning and discussion.
This has been a valuable tool in the focus of the committee.

Many thanks go to Lynn Williamson (past chair of Christian Development) for all the time and energy
she put in to co-ordinate the renovations in the nursery and to equip the youth room and nursery. An
open house was held in October to celebrate the completion of this Christian Development - Visioning
project.

Currently, we are developing our segment of the Applewood Duty of Care policy. In part this involves
developing policy and procedures to ensure a safe environment for both volunteers and participants
in Sunday School, Youth and adult learning programs.

Following this report, you will find separate reports from many of our programs.

Many thanks to the committee: Bob Nicholls, Linda Alcock, Louise Gilroy, Susan Eccles, Patsy
Linghorne, Joan Marshall, and our staff support, Carolyn Smith.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Moore
Vice-chair

The Appleseeds Children’s Choir

For the children in the Appleseeds Choir, it
has been another full year of singing and of
enjoying being part of worship at Applewood.

The choir participated in services for the
Blessing of the Animals and Remembrance
Day in the fall. Choir members not only sang
but took acting roles in the Christmas
pageant, “ Would You Like to Hold the Baby?”
Since January, the children have sung for
Scouting Sunday and Palm Sunday. They

plan to finish the year with special songs for
Mother’s Day, Church Picnic Sunday and for
Father’s Day. With a total of 10 members
(although not all are present every Sunday),
the children have faithfully practiced before
the service and made singing a part of their
church lives. In their hearts, seeds of joy,
hope, peace and love are growing every day.

Sophie Cook
Choir Director



Sunday School

We continue to base our Children’s Time and
lessons on the Whole People of God curriculum.
We began the year with our unit on “Home
Longing, Home Coming” and then we learned
about “All Things Made New". In our Advent time,
we “Gathered Round the Child” and then walked
the “Paths of the Spirit”. We experienced “Lenten
Conversations” and felt the “Winds of Hope”.

We are grateful for the teachers who come out
each week to lead the children’s classes and for
the time that they volunteer in preparing
meaningful lessons for the children.

During Lent, we created a Lenten Tree that
helped us reflect on the conversations that Jesus
had with various people in the Bible. We also
created a bulletin board display week by week
during Easter. We invite all members of the
congregation to view our bulletin board on the
way into the Auditorium for coffee and watch it
unfold.

This year, we introduced our magnetic
attendance board. Each week, the children
actively add their names to the board to show that
they attended Sunday School that week. We
believe that this is much more meaningful for
them than a teacher noting their attendance on a
sheet of paper.

Youth Group

Another new addition to our Sunday School
worship is to encourage the children to bring a
favourite non-perishable food or snack for the
Food Bank on the last Sunday of each month.
Again, we think this is a more meaningful way for
the children to demonstrate their stewardship.

The new Nursery was opened in September after
its renovations, thanks to the hard work of many
volunteers. It is a bright, welcoming room for the
youngest members of our congregation.
Everyone who drops in receives a happy
welcome from Allison Shantz, the fulltime Nursery
Caregiver, and Susan Eccles, the Volunteer
Nursery Care Co-ordinator. Infants and small
children are welcome in the nursery year-round.
Snacks and juice are provided every Sunday.

The Sunday School year will wind up on June 5
with recognition for the children and teachers who
were part of our Sunday School this year.

There is always a need for additional teachers,
and we encourage anyone who enjoys being with
children to consider this as a way to demonstrate
your baptismal promises.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Alcock, Church School Superintendent
Allison Shantz, Nursery Caregiver

The Youth Group meets two Thursday evenings each month and most Sunday mornings. Generally, we
expect 8 to 12 youth each Thursday. Thanks to various parents - Patsy Linghorne, Jennifer Bellington,
Leslie West and June Gordon - for being available and helping to provide this great program.

The teens range in age from 12 to 18, although most begin college at age 17 and so are unable to
continue regularly. We enjoy some social events through the year, and have put a main focus on
discipleship and ‘who we are’ in the church. We are grateful to have benefited from the Christian
Development project and Visioning funds this past year. One on-going activity has been our “Make a
Difference” board where the kids log their service activities within the church. Our retreat in May focuses
on making a difference, connected with the Go Project, learning about our communities and poverty.

Carolyn Smith
Minister, Christian Development & Pastoral Care



Adult Education

In the fall of 2010, | held a five-session study group after worship on Sundays using the DVD Countering
Pharaoh’s Production/Consumption Society, featuring the Old Testament scholar, Walter
Brueuggemann. He used the Exodus story as a model to point to a new kind of society free from
domination and exploitation in which people gave their loyalty to God and supported each other in
community. About 15 people joined in the lively discussion following the viewing of the video as we
examined the parallels with our society today. It was a worthy endeavour.

A small group participated in a six-session Lenten Study group called Lenten Musings, meeting for an
hour on Wednesday evenings during Lent 2011. We considered questions found in stories of the last
events of Jesus’ life and questions and insights that were prompted by the stories.

| reviewed the book The Dishonest Church by Jack Good for the fall newsletter and wrote an article for
the Easter 2011 edition.

Bob Nicholls
Facilitator

Lawrence Purdy Learning Centre

New Satellite Library : The new satellite library bookcase has been a great success and will become a
permanent fixture in the Parlour, providing a rotating collection of popular borrowing material in a more
convenient and accessible location.

Library Collections and Circulation:
30 new adult and children’s books were added to the collections, including donations.
113 items were borrowed from the library throughout the year.

Thanks to everyone for your support and your donations.
Blessings and Good Reading,

Louise Gilroy
Co-ordinator
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Worship Committee

As we approach summer and a time to relax
and enjoy the warmth and colour around us,
we pause to look back over the year just now
ending here at Applewood.

Last September, we came together, picking
up our responsibilities on the various
committees and interest groups and
exchanging our summer stories. As we began
October, we shared in World Wide
Communion Sunday, Thanksgiving and, on
October 17, the Scouts who helped to give
me back my life were honored. This was a
very special day for me, as | got to meet
everyone and thank them personally. That
day, three of our members were interviewed
by Rev. Cynthia sharing their personal
journey of faith.

October 24 was the day we blessed the
animals and learned about Guide Dogs of
Canada as we met “Gibbon”. In November,
Rev. Don Parsons was our preacher on
Stewardship Sunday before we entered into
the season of Advent - in Rev. Cynthia’s
words “The Season of Decorating the Divine”
Each Sunday one of our families lit the
candles in the Advent wreath while the
children got more and more excited as we
drew closer to Christmas. The Pageant,
directed by Sophie Cook and Carolyn Smith,
was delightful as was the Choir’'s musical gift.
Christmas Eve arrived, and we participated in
our traditional services followed on December
26 by a visit from the United 2 Ring Hand Bell
Choir.

Rev. Cynthia left us for two weeks in January
to further her studies. On the first Sunday in
February, the West Humber Collegiate
Institute Steel Band once again provided an
inspiring service of music with students telling

A year in review

us what Black History means to them. Lots of
smiles and toe tapping!

On a more serious note, the annual
Congregational Budget Meeting took place on
February 20, 2011 following the worship
service. Lord Baden-Powell’s birthday was
recognized on February 27. Also In February,
we held a workshop/seminar led by Rev.
Cynthia.

In March, we moved into the Season of Lent.
When we arrived at Palm Sunday, many
people of all ages took part in a service
prepared for us by Rev. Cynthia with the help
of Louise Gilroy and Joan Marshall. Maundy
Thursday saw a number of us share a meal of
the sacraments together around a table set
for us in the Sanctuary. We went to Cawthra
Park for Good Friday service and returned to
Applewood for a joyous Easter day service.

This report is written as we move into May
with a guest preacher and the Outreach
Spring Luncheon, Mothers’ Day and the
Applewood Church Picnic all to look forward
to. Through all of our service, the children’s
and senior choirs, Sophie Cook and Christina
Mulligan offer their ministry of music, for which
we sincerely thank them.

As | end my term as chair of the Worship
Committee, | put this wonderful group of
people in the hands of Kathleen Paiero,
thanking her for stepping forward to chair the
committee. My thanks also to all the members
whom I've come to know well, and with whom
I will continue to work as Past Chair.

Shirley Webb
Chair



From the Director of Music Musically speaking

The Senior Choir enjoyed participating at the annual Eden United Massed Choir event on May 16, 2010
and are looking forward to the annual event this year.

Our Choir Music Sunday was held on December 19, 2010, telling the Christmas story in song.
Throughout the year, special music was appreciated from various vocal ensembles including duos, trios,
guartets and even a quintet on one occasion! We also enjoyed solos from Doug Alcock, Bryce Atkinson,
Sophie Cook, Al and Kristen Gaanderse, Sarah Griggs, Ross Holden and Nicole O'Brien.

Many shared their talents to enhance Sunday services: Doug Alcock - guitar, Richard Brisco - drums,
Lisa Brown - cello, Rob Brown - bass, Sophie Cook - piano, Wayne Detcher - organ/piano, Scott
Docherty - soprano sax, Michael Gabriel - singer/songwriter, Marilyn Hayden - piano, Michael Kawabe -
drums, Lynda Kudrewatych - organ/piano, Jennifer Linghorne - violin, Bob MacMillan - alto sax, Anne
Moore - native drum, Peter Nunn - keyboard, Jason Stephens - trumpet, Rob and Matthew Wells -
piano/cajon/congas and the West Humber Collegiate Steel Drum Band.

Christina Mulligan
Director of Music

Social Committee Bringing us together

Once again, we would like to thank you, the congregation, for the faithful support you have given to each
of our activities this year, namely:

Church Picnic and Chicken Barbecue

Bowling Night

Euchre and Bridge Night

Stage West Dinner/Theatre Evening "Joseph and His Technicolour Dream Coat"
International Food Court

These events have been successful due to your participation and a team effort on the part of your
committee: Lynn Detcher, Anna Carr, Joan Marshall, Patsy Linghorne, Adele Laughton, Bill Armour,
Nancy and Bryce Atkinson, and Jane and Bob McCleary. | am also pleased to announce that this group
has expressed a willingness to serve another year to bring future social events to Applewood.

Neil Watkinson
Chair



Outreach Generous hearts

The Outreach Team would like to thank once again the congregation for its continued generosity and
support of its many ongoing projects.

The church has regularly supported The Mississauga Food Bank with our Thanksgiving and Spring food
drives. There are arrangements made each month for worship services at King Gardens Place. We have
also provided for our Guatemalan foster child for another year.

The congregation was asked to sign a petition urging the Canadian Government to work towards the 8
Millenium Goals. The generous contributions received from the congregation at Christmas helped ten
families through the Survivors of Abuse program. Gifts from the Mitten Tree/White Gift service were
delivered to the Salvation Army, Our Place Peel and Interim Place. Tins of Christmas cookies were taken
to the Elizabeth Fry Society.

We have raised funds for the Alzheimer Society of Peel and provided a lunch for the workers at the
Oakville Habitat for Humanity building site. A photo essay on the country of Burma was presented by the
Mississauga Camera Club, and the freewill offering from that evening was donated to the United Church’s
Mission & Service fund.

At our Outreach Sunday and Spring Luncheon, Greig Clark, the guest speaker, told us about the
Christian Resource Centre in Regent Park of Toronto. This Centre provides services to help the
disadvantaged and the homeless. We would like to thank the Rogers family for bringing this organization
to our attention.

Leslie West
Co-chair

Compassionate Care Caring in the community

Over the last number of years, the Compassionate Care Team has provided programs and seminars with
featured speakers for the benefit of the Applewood congregation and community. The main focuses of
the Team are: the Parish Nurse program, the Prayer Chain ministry, the Knitting Circle Prayer Shawl
ministry, and educational workshops. The reports of these groups follow this report.

We will continue to promote our visibility in the community. We are pleased to present our next seminar
on June 21, 2011 featuring noted speaker Karen Letofsky from Distress Centres for Toronto on the topic
of “Surviving the Sudden Death of a Loved One”.

Your Compassionate Care Team are: Reg Perkin, Glenna Armour, Gail Jones, Elsken Hartman, Donna
Cane, Jack Doney and Rev. Cynthia R. Stretton.

Respectfully submitted,

Jack Doney
Chair



Parish Nurse Program

At the congregational meeting of February 15, 2009, the Applewood congregation approved a motion
to proceed with the process of appointing a Parish Nurse.

A Health and Wellness Team was formed from volunteers to search for a person to fill this position.
This team would enhance Compassionate Care and would be the contact for the Parish Nurse. The
team began by developing the terms of reference for the position and then a job description that was
posted on Applewood's website for potential candidates to review. The team also prepared a list of
interview questions to be used with every candidate. An interview group was established, and they
determined the specific criteria that would be used to compare the candidates for final recommendation
to the Health and Wellness Team.

The interview team consisted of Cathy Campbell, Kathleen Paiero and Judith Hassard. Rev. Cynthia
Stretton, who is also part of the interview team, conducted the second interview to assess the
candidate's capability for spiritual counselling as part of the Parish Nurse role. The team placed an
advertisement for a Parish Nurse in a variety of places including several websites. They received
replies from five people. Through the interview process, the list was reduced to two candidates. Before
the second interview, one candidate withdrew and the second candidate asked for a deferral for
personal reasons.

The problems we are having attracting a candidate are not unusual in this economic environment. We
discussed our concerns with ICHM (InterChurch Health Ministries) and have determined that we are
not alone in having trouble finding a suitable candidate. ICHM works with two universities in southern
Ontario to deliver a Parish Nurse educational program that takes three years to complete.

It was suggested by ICHM that with the work of our Friendship and Visiting group, we are establishing
a strong base for a Parish Nurse position. We are hoping that the candidate who has asked for a
deferral will be able to activate her application within two years and will be able to come to Applewood
as a Parish Nurse. We may also be able to attract more candidates who are suitable for the position.

The Parish Nurse position is not intended to replace the Friendship and Visiting Team but would be a
support for them and would also provide medically-based education programs for the congregation.

The Health and Wellness Team is comprised of Lorne Brown, Cathy Campbell, Judith Hassard, Lorne
Hassard, Bob McCleary, Kathleen Paiero, and Rev. Cynthia Stretton, with Willy Bakker as a medical
resource person.

Bob McCleary
Chair, Health and Wellness Team



Prayer Chain

Over the past year, the members of the Prayer Chain
have prayed for individuals and families of our church
who were going through a challenging time. A ‘Praying
for You’ specially-created card is often sent out to

acknowledge prayer requests, and to affirm the
importance of the confidential request .

We are always pleased to welcome new prayer partners;
there are no meetings to attend, and prayer can be any
time of the day or night, whatever suits your schedule.

You would be welcomed!

Donna Cane

Knitting Circle

The Knitting Circle continues to knit with
enthusiasm. Many shawls and blankets were
given over the last year to people in our
congregation and in our community.

We also donated shawls and blankets to the
Alzheimer Society last fall and this spring.
We use leftover wool to knit squares for this
organization, as well as mittens, hats and
scarves for the Mitten Tree in December.

In October 2010, Rev. Cynthia blessed the
shawls and blankets and the work the
Knitting Circle accomplished.

Continuing to grow, we have welcomed
several more knitters since September.

Prayer Shawil:

a yarn woven with compassion

We send a big thank you to all who donated
yarn for our projects. Your generosity is very
much appreciated.

| wish to thank all the dedicated ladies in our
group for their contributions of time, talent
and love.

The Knitting Circle meets every other
Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon. Feel
free to visit us and share a cup of coffee and
fellowship.

Elsken Hartman



Elders  An important link

Applewood United Church is truly blessed to have fifty-six dedicated and caring Elders as members of
the Elders’ Committee. These individuals continue to provide an important link between the church and
the members/adherents and families of Applewood. We are very grateful for the caring and thoughtful
work provided by the Elders.

The coordination of weekly ushering and welcoming of new attendees is a priority for the committee.
This year, an Elders Retreat was held, and the group is in the process of developing a mission
statement and goals for the committee, as well as reviewing the name we call our committee and

prioritizing our educational needs to help us continue to meet the needs of the congregants.

We want to extend a special thank you to Valerie Barrett for a great job as editor of The Applewood
News and the Annual Report.

Respectfully submitted,

Darlene Bateman & Bryan Bakker
Co-chairs

Friendship & Visiting Good works flow from a grateful heart

As we made our visits to the Applewood family over the past year, we realized that we receive much
more than we give. It is our privilege...

to visit on behalf of Applewood United Church with plants, cards, news and to share the love of
God

to participate with Rev. Cynthia in monthly worship services at Amica-in-the-City and Beechwood
Place retirement facilities

to accompany Rev. Cynthia while bringing Communion to members in their homes.
We welcome the support of those who enlarge our worship circles at Amica and Beechwood - many
thanks. A special thank you goes to Margo Pereira who sends thoughtful cards, and to Donna Cane who
designs and makes the cards to accompany our Christmas and Easter plants.
Active team membership: Tomi Arai, Donna Cane, Marion Carroll, Haruko Fujimoto, Kathrine Gayman,
Elsken Hartman, Vera Hughes, Pansy Marshall, Agnes Paterson, Margo Pereira, Doreen Richards.
Alumni membership: Glenn & Ruth Bragonier, Dorothy Clarke, Fran Turner.
To each of these loving people, a heartfelt thanks for all you do.
Thought for the day: Good works flow from a grateful heart. (Upper Room, May-June 2011)

Agnes Paterson
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Caring Bereavement

The Caring Bereavement Committee hosts
receptions after funerals or memorial services
held at the church. We have three teams
serving on a rotating basis.

Since May 2010, receptions have been lovingly
prepared for Don Payne, Ken McNaught,
Marion McNaught, Glenna Elder, David
Mclintosh, Margaret Krauel, Marion Van Velzer
and Royce Brisbin.

Many thanks to Irene Arnott, our able
telephone co-ordinator, and to the sandwich
and sweet makers, many of whom were asked
to contribute frequently.

Thanks to the generous donations from
families, the Caring Bereavement Committee

Visioning Implementation Team

Lovingly prepared

was able to purchase dozens of badly-needed
matching cups and saucers for use by all
groups in the church. Three sizes of easels
including tabletop and floor were purchased for
general use. The next endeavour of the Caring
Bereavement Committee is the replacement of
the long sheer curtains in the Sanctuary.

Adele Laughton and I, as co-ordinators,
sincerely appreciate the ongoing efforts of
everyone involved in this important committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Detcher

Blooming good ideas!

Since its inception in 2007, the Visioning Implementation Team (VIT) has approved a total of fourteen
projects, eight of which are still ongoing. The major youth/children’s project with renovations to the
nursery and friendship room was successfully concluded this year. Recently-approved projects include
support for CPR/defibrillator training for church members and seed money for the joint Church/Pre-

school Fall Fair in October 2011.

With a balance of over $300,000 in the Visioning Fund, the VIT members are continually looking for new
project proposals to further our five Visioning Goals. Currently under active consideration are the

following projects:

Starting with the “Did you know...?” series, leadership training initiatives and exploration of new

strategies in church governance

Research to gain information about “greening” our church
Improved visual and electronic communication with our members and community

Increased support for youth programs

Possibly a Tai Chi class, in addition to the current Yoga classes

We are counting on our “Wild Idea Tree” to encourage further ideas from our members.

The current members of the VIT are: Jennifer Armour, Ron Bush, Jack Doney, Roger Keep, Ray
Marshall, Carolyn Smith, Cynthia Stretton, Doug Alcock (incoming chair), Reg Perkin (current chair).

Respectfully submitted,

Reg Perkin
Chair



Marketing Team Making ourselves known in the community

Highlights for the ye ar:

Welcome brochure: was created to describe who we are, our staff, worship and programs. It is
available in the church lobby, distributed by Rev. Cynthia on her visits, by the neighbourhood
welcome wagon and by our tenants, the Co-operative Preschool and the Scout troops.

Fall flyer: was created to promote our fall worship themes and community activities and was
distributed to the Applewood community (1,400 copies) in their ApplePress.

Christmas Postcard: was created and direct mailed to a wider community inviting them to our
Christmas worship services. The cover picture was chosen through a photo contest. We increased
our target community by 50% over last year's Easter promotion (i.e.15,000 postcards were
delivered in L4Y and L5E postal codes and 1,000 were hand delivered by volunteers). A few new
faces were seen at the Christmas services but the overall attendance and financial contributions
were more than previously expected.

Easter Postcard: was designed completely in-house to invite our community to Holy Week
services. We increased our target community again, this time by 66% over the Christmas
promotion (i.e. 25,000 postcards were delivered to an area bounded by Etobicoke, Lake Ontario,
Cawthra Road, and Burnhamthorpe Road with select neighbourhoods east of Cawthra).
Attendance at all our Holy Week services was greater than expected.

Website: continues to be ably maintained. New features include slide shows and video.

All of these initiatives are funded through the Visioning Fund to “make ourselves known in the community”.
Blessings to all the volunteers who make it happen.

Louise Gilroy
Team Leader
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Ministry & Personnel

In every pastoral charge, the Ministry & Personnel Committee is a mandatory committee and
functions in accordance with the current Ministry and Personnel Guidelines as published by the
United Church of Canada. Its purpose is to support communication between the congregation and
ministry personnel and staff. Confidentiality and accountability are vital to the work of Ministry &
Personnel.

From time to time, concern or conflict may arise, and your Ministry & Personnel Committee is
available to resolve issues in a timely manner. Any member of the committee may be contacted, in
confidence, to address concerns. Undocumented allegations, anonymous complaints or rumours
cannot be considered.

During this past year, the members of Applewood’s Ministry & Personnel Committee have been Ross

Holden, Elsken Hartman, Florence Brown and Donna Cane, who are willing to serve for another year.

In addition, Ed Swinton has agreed to be part of this committee for the coming year.

Our thanks to everyone involved with the evaluation process of our ministry and staff. This is an
annual responsibility for M&P, and could not be accomplished without your contribution.

Donna Cane
Chair

Toddlers’ Playgroup

The Moms & Tots Group, for caregivers and their
children ages 0 to 5, meets every Thursday from
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in our Nursery. The
children play in a bright and safe environment with
age-appropriate toys. Moms and caregivers can
enjoy coffee and muffins along with some adult
conversation.

You are welcome to join us any Thursday. There is
no sign-up, and it's free.

This summer, the playgroup will run each Thursday
in July but will be closed for the month of August.
We will resume regular get-togethers after Labour
Day, on September 8.

Sue Vantol
Co-ordinator
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Midlife Women’s Fellowship & Supper Club

A new group, we meet every six to eight weeks to share a potluck meal and fellowship. New friends
are made, milestones celebrated, caring and support for life’s challenges are offered, and church life
thus enriched. New members are always welcome!

Louise Gilroy
Member

Applewood Book Club

The Applewood Book Club completes its fifth year of gathering once a
month to share our love of reading and our stories. Ten of us gather
regularly and sometimes up to fifteen. We choose our book list
collectively and share leading discussions. Please join us any time.

Louise Gilroy
Co-ordinator

Apple Tree Yoga

We are happy to report that, thanks to Visioning Fund support and an enthusiastic response from the
Applewood congregation and members of the community, we are now well into our fourth session of
Hatha yoga classes, taught in the Parlour by a qualified instructor. We began in April 2010, took a
break for the summer, and then have offered 10-week-long courses in the fall, winter and spring. Our
wish has always been to offer very reasonably-priced, high-quality classes to the community, and |
believe we have succeeded.

Our teacher, Annette Garcea, operates her own yoga studio, Free Spirit Yoga, in Port Credit. She has
studied with some of the top yoga instructors in North America and is full-certified. Our one-hour
classes are held in the Parlour on Monday afternoons. Depending on the time of year (snowbirds
leave us for warmer climes in winter; good weather beckons golfers onto the green), course
registration has varied from twelve to fifteen participants (maximum capacity is 15). Some have tried
the classes and found that yoga isn't for them; others have been with us since the first class and
attend without fail. As word has spread, we have attracted new members each session from both the
congregation and the local community. New students are encouraged at any time, and per-class
drop-ins are welcome.

Apple Tree Yoga is open to men and women of all ages; it's never too early - or
too late - to begin stretching our bodies and minds and opening ourselves up to
the new possibilities that these gentle yet challenging classes give us.

The current session ends in June, and we hope to offer classes again in the fall.

Valerie Barrett
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Applewood Honours Its Volunteers

This year marked the 25" anniversary of the Ontario Volunteer Service Awards, and Applewood was
well represented during Volunteer Week, April 10 - 16, 2011.

Our nominees were presented with their awards at the Oasis Banquet Hall on April 4, 2011 by Hon.
Eric Hoskins, Minister Citizenship & Immigration. He was assisted by Hon. Charles Sousa, MPP
Mississauga South, and Kevin Flynn, MPP Oakuville.

That night, the combined total years of service of the more than 250 participants was 3,876 years,
and Applewood contributed 240 years to that total. As each recipient crossed the stage, there was
much applause honoring their achievement. Also honored that night was Lorraine White, for her 25
years with the Trillium Health Centre.

Since our first year of participation, Applewood has nominated 57 individuals, who through their long-
term efforts, have made an outstanding contribution to the well-being of our church. Their total years
of service are staggering, and there are many more folks at Applewood who continually give of their
time and talent, making a difference in our church and community.

Recipients of this recognition are determined through church records and personal interviews, and |
am always anxious to hear your thoughts on who should be nominated next year!

Please congratulate Wayne and Lynn Detcher, Darlene and Ray Bateman, Gresley Staples and Jane
McCleary (40 years each). Special thanks to Bob McCleary for his ongoing assistance with this
program.

Donna Cane
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1% Applewood Venturer Company

The 1st Applewood Venturer Company is the
next section that the Scouts move up to and is
for boys and girls aged 14-17. This Venturer
Company has enjoyed an exciting and
adventurous past year.

Once again all sections participated in the Apple
Day and Popcorn fundraisers that proved to be
quite profitable, with all the proceeds going back
into the Scouting movement. This year’s
Remembrance Day service saw all levels of
Scouting parade from the Cooksville Legion to
St. John's Dixie Cemetery for an outdoor
service. Several sections were very much
present at Applewood’s interactive Scout
Sunday service to celebrate Lord Robert Baden-
Powell's birthday.

The Venturer Company has participated in fall
and winter camps at the Goodyear Scout
Reserve and experienced a Winter Fun Day at
Erindale Park. Our community service outings
have included delivering Christmas presents to

1% Forest Glen Scouting Group

local families through the Toronto Star Santa
Claus Fund. We also helped another Venturer
Company with their book drive for a school
library in PayPay, Philippines.

The Venturers were proud to be of assistance
the night of the photo essay on Burma. One
youth got to cook pancakes for the Pancake
Supper, and the Scouts and Venturers joined
together to help out at the Outreach Luncheon.
The environmental events that we work hard at
include cleaning up the Rattray Marsh and
planting new trees along the Credit River.

The Scout Troop is very proud of five of their
youth who received their Chief Scout Awards,
which is the highest achievement earned at the
Troop level. Congratulations go out to Patryk
Sadkiewicz, Derrick Pollock, Erik Lee, Michael
Mikolainis and Anton Galica.

Leslie West

The kids of 1* Forest Glen group have had another great year participating in several camps and
community events. We took part in the annual Scout Trees which involves the planting of hundreds of
saplings that have been provided by Mississauga Parks and other sponsors.

The leaders are completing or have completed Wood Badge 1 or Wood Badge 11 which will enable them
to provide even better programs for our kids as they have had to opportunity to work with other leaders in

the sharing of ideas and programs.

Our Beavers and Cubs operate independently from other groups, but do arrange activities with others
making the event that more enjoyable for the kids. Our Scouts continue to twin with 1* Applewood and
between the two groups have been very visible within the community this past year.

It was wonderful to see leaders of 1% Forest Glen, 1% Applewood and David Webb receive the award of
commendation this past fall for their life savings skills. All were very grateful that their fast reactions and

knowledge of first aid kicked in immediately.

We want again thank Applewood United Church for their continued sponsorship of the 1% Forest Glen

Scouting Group.

Ann Goodwin



